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PROCEEDINGS 


OF HIE 

COUNCIL OF TOE LIEOT.-GOVERNOR OF BENGAL 

FOR THK 

Purpose of making Laws and Regulations. 


The Council met at the Council Cliamhcr on Saturday, the 8th January, 1887. 

frcsmt: 

The Hon. Sir Rivers Thompson, k.c.s.i., Lieutenant Governor of Dengaly 

President. 

The Hon. G. C. Paul, c.\,v:.y Advocate^ General, 

The Hon. II. J. Reynolds, c.s.i. 

The IIoN. C. P L. Macaulay, c.i.e. 

The Hon. T. T. Allen. 

The Hon. H. L. Harrison. 

The Hon. Moulvie Addul Juihur 

The Hon. Lalla Ban Beiw-Ri Kapur. 

The Hon. G, Irving. 

The Hon. D. Cruickshank. 

The lIoN. Anundo Mohun Bose. 

The Hon. Baiiu Kally Nath Mitter. 

CALCUTTA SURVEY BILL. 

The Hon. Mr. Reynolds, in presenting the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bill to provide for a survey of the Town of Calcutta, said that 
the modifications which had been introduced into the Bill were explained in 
some detail in the report of the Committee. The principal change which had 
been made was in the sections which provided for the procedure to be adopted 
in the case of boundary disputes. It was to be hoped that such disputes 
would not be numerous ; but in the event of a dispute occurring, the Bill, as it 
originally stood, provided that the Superintendent of Survey should enquire 
into and decide them. It was intended that the survey should be carried out 
by a Superintendent of Survey — an officer of the professional Survey Depart- 
oaent— and that he should be assisted by a civil officer of the standing of a 
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\_Mr. Reynolds; Mr. Earrison7\ 

Deputy Collector ; and it was considered that the Assistant Superintendent 
would be the ofhcer best qualified to decide all boundary disputes at the time 
they occurred, subject to an ap])eal either to the lioarcf of Revenue, or to any 
otlicr authority the Local Government uii^dit appoint. The only other point 
to which he need refer was as to the section relating to boundary marks. The 
provisions of tlie Ihaif^al Survey Act V of 187o, re^^ulatinj^ boundary marks, 
were somcwliat ela})orato and very strin^^ent. Tlie Superintendent had power 
to order the erisction of temporary or permanent boundary marks, and 
ho liad powder to instruct the zemindars, talukdars, and other landholders 
to k(!e]> u[), maintain, or jn'cserve tlios(; boundary marks, and he had power also 
to apportion tlie exjjensc of erectin*'^ and maintaining those boundary marks 
jimonj^ the proprietors and occupiers of lands. The Committee had ordy repro- 
duced these provisions in section 18 rd the Ifill so far as to allow the Superinten- 
(hnit to erect eitlior temjiorary or permanent boundary marks, and to allow him 
to re(|uire the occupier of land to maintain any temporary boundary marks 
which miglit be put u]) until the survey liad lieen completed and finished. The 
Committee had not introduced any jn-ovision for the maintenance by owners 
or occupiers of land of p(u*man(‘nt boundary marks. It appeared to them that 
in such a survi'y as this tlu^ Calcutta authoritii.'s should naturally and 
properly bo charged with this duty, and not the owners or occupiers of land ; 
and that the (government and the Municipality, according as those authorities 
W(!ro interested in the niaintemince of those permanent boundaries, should be 
charged with the expense. 

Then, in section 20, the CJornmittee had introduced some small modifications. 
'Fo allow only one month to ehij>se after the complete survey as the time during 
which the jiapers might be insj)ect(‘d wais too slmrt a period, and might iricon- 
vcaiience all J)artie^s inUTcsted ; therefore the Coinmitt(‘e had provided, follow- 
ing the principle adopted by the Municipal C(fininissioners in the valuation 
of tlu' town, that when the survey of any port!*)!! of the town was completed, 
the maps and papers should be depo.sited in tlu^ office of the Commissioners ; 
and they laid also extimdc'd the period fur examining the papers and lodging 
ohicctions from one month to two month.s. lie moved that the Report of the 
kSelect Committee l)o taken into consideration in order to the settlement of the 
clausi's of the Hill. 

Idle motion was jmt. and agreed to. 

Tile lIoN. Mu. IIakkison said tliat, as tiu' Corporation of the Town of Calcutta 
was deeply interested in tlu' subject of this Hill, hi‘ need make m» apology for 
having carefully examined tlie provision.s of th(‘ Hill in order to ascertain whether 
there was anything in it which seemed to najuire amendment for the con- 
venience or in the interests of the ])eo[)k‘ of the town. The result was the 
sc'ries of four aimuHlments, of which he had given notice, only one of which 
touched ail im])urtaut (juestioii of principle ; and as regards that particular 
amendment, he believed that tlie intention of the Hill and of his own amend- 
ment was identical ; and if that was so, it was merely a question of 
wording. 
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The first amendment which he had to move was that in section 12 for the 
Chairman of the Coi’poi-ation, the arbitrator or one of the arbitrators,” bo 
substituted ‘‘the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, or Surveyor of the Corporation, 
one of the arbitrators, unless the parties aerree to sueli officer being aj)pointed sole 
arbitrator.” lie wished to add the Vice-CIiainnan or the Surveyor because in 
some cases that might be considered necessary in the interests of tfie Corporation, 
especially the inclusion of the Surve)^or, who was the professional adviser of the 
Corporation in such matters. The meaning of the last portion of the amendment 
was this. The wording of the section as it stood in the Bill might be mis- 
understood. It was as follows : — " 

“ Provided that, if it apj^oars to tho Assistant Siiju'rinteiidoiit tliat the Local (iovernraont 
or the Corporation of Calcutta is interested in any such divSj)ute, he shall a]>point, in the 
former case, the (’ollcctor or I)ei>uty Collector of Calcutta, and in llio latter case, the Chair- 
man of the Corj>oratiou, the arbitrator or one of the arbitrators.” 

This left it to the Assistant Sujierintendent to aj)])()int the Collector of 
Calcutta, or the Chairman of the Corporation, the arbitrator or one of the 
arbitrators at his discretion. Mn. Hauk’ISon hardly tlioiight it wdse that tliis 
power should rest in the Assistant Superintomlent of Survey, because it might 
d(der some people* from going to arbitration who might otiierwisij be glad to 
do so. The Chairman and \'iec-Chainnan and the Surveyor of the Corporation 
were interested on helialf of tin' Muiucij) dity, and might be said to be judges 
in their own cause ; and it. was not desirables that the parties should he jdacod 
in the position of jiosNihly linding any of these authorities ujipointed sole 
arbitrator without their consent: they might be ajijiointed one of tlie arbitrators, 
unless tlie parties agreed to a sole arbitrator, wliich, in some cases, the parties 
interested might he willing to do. Uis mainobject was that they should not be 
bound to this sole arbi^^ration vyithout their consent. 

The lloN. Mu. Bh\nolj)S said he had no objoctiun to the amendment, lie 
would have been very glad to have had the assistance of his hon. friend in 
the Select Committee; lait knowing how mueli his time was taken u}> with 
the multifarious duties he had to perform, lie had not pressed him to 
join tlie Committee. With n^irard to what had bia ii said as to ajipoiiiting 
the Colh'ctor ot Calcutta or the Chairman of tlie Corporation sole judge, 
did not think the woiding of tlie section, if projierly understood, would justify 
that conclusion, becausi; it really meant that, wlieii tlie parties ajijilhd for 
arbitration, and nominated on their own behalf one or more arbitrators, in that 
event the Assistant Superinti'iident might a])point eitlier the Collector or lJeput\ 
Collector, or the Chairman of the (iorporatioii, arbitrator on the otlier side. 
It would only be wdth tlie assent of all tlie jiurties concerned that such officer 
could bo appointed the sole arbitrator. As, however, the amendment which 
his hon. friend had projiosed made that clear, Mu. Ukynolds was quite willing 
to accept it. 

The Hon. Mr. Am:ni>o Mohun Bosk said, with regard to the latter part of the 
amendment, that the wording suggested wTiuld pernaji.s make the intention of 
the section clearer ; but as to the first part of it, he thouglit it would be better 
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that the Surveyor of the CorporatioD should be left out, and he suggested this 
omission in the amendment for the consideration of the Council. Reasons had 
been given in the Report of the Select Committee to show that the oflBcer whose 
duty it would bo to decide cases of disputed boundary should not be a profes- 
sional gentleman, as it was considered that the decision of matters which were 
in the nature of judicial proceedings would be better left in the hands of a 
judicial officer instead of to a professional gentleman of the Survey Department. 
The same principle would apply to the case of the Surveyor to the Corporation, 
who was a professional gentleman. For the present Surveyor Mr. Anundo 
Mohun Bose had the highest regard. He believed he was a Civil Engineer, and 
the reasons which had influenced the Select Committee to transfer all judicial 
investigations from the Superintendent to the Assistant Superintendent would 
apply fully in this case also. Then there was another fact, viz , that the 
Surveyor, if appointed an arbitrator, might very often have to sit in appeal on 
his own proceedings, because the boundaries would generally be laid down by 
the Corporation with the advice of the Surveyor himself. 'I'o place him in 
such a position would not bo fair to the Surveyor. Therefore, he thought it 
would be better to include the Vice-Chairman in addition to only the Chair- 
man as it stood in the section, but not to include the Surveyor. 

The Hon. Mu. Harrison said he was quite willing to leave the matter in 
the hands of the Council, but he thought the Surveyor was the officer whose 
experience particularly qualified him to act as arbitrator on behalf of the 
Corporation. He had charge of all the records, and much of his time was given 
to tno consideration of this question of boundaries, and lie was well acquainted 
with the rights of the Corporation. He was one of the officers who 
were specially mentioned in the section of the Municipal Act which selected 
certain officers for special privileges, and he was an officer appointed with 
the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor and in some respects he would be 
a better officer to select than the Vice-Chairman. Looking to the standing of 
the officer, who was equal to a Deputy Collector, and was generally better paid, 
Mb. Harrison thought there were good grounds for including him in this 
section. 

The IIoN. Mr. Harrison’s amendment was put to the vote and carried, 
and the section, as amended, was agreed to. 

The Hon. Mr. Harrison said ho had an amendment to move in sec- 
tion 22, the object of which be would explain briefly. It embodied a 
question of principle which ho was justified in saying the Hon. Member in 
charge of tne Bill accepted and considered to bo the principle of the 
present section, but Mr. IIarrison doubted whether, as at present worded, 
it would effect its purpose. The question was this : It was important that 
the effect of the survey, after it had been completed, should be final. And 
it was more than important in the interests of the Corporation, who 
wore paying a portion of the cost of the survey; because in the case 
of boundary disputes they could not at present appeal to the old 
survey with any advantage. The main object of the Corporation was to 
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prevent small encroachments on the roads whenever an owner rebuilt his 
house or a portion of it. There were some streets in which such encroach- 
ments had been successfully made, and valuable portions of the public 
streets had thus been appropriated by private individuals. The whole of 
Calcutta was honey(‘ombed with foundations, and sometimes it was impossible 
to say how they came there; and wdieii liouses were rebuilt tlie owners 
often pointed to foundations which encroached on the road, and claimed to 
set forward their houses on the line of those foundati(uis. In some cases, 
perhaps, sucli claims w'cro well founded ; in otlu'r cases tlu'y were not. And 
thcreiore tlie main btmefit of tlie survey would h(' that wdum tlie tim(' lor ap})eal 
had expired, th(‘ results of the survey should be final. The Corporation would 
be able to nder to the survey inaj)s, and dtderniint' the boundaries accordin^^ 
to those nia|)s. Ilis fear was that this section of tlu' Hill, as it was at present 
worded, would not lead to that result, hecimse it si!n})ly said that no suit 
should lie to set aside any demarcation of lamiuhirics unless brou*::!!! within 
one "sa-ar from tiie notification published in the Gazette approviuic of the surv(*y. 
But the demarcation of boundaries, it was expre>sly (iijoined, shoidd be 
simply a r(‘cord of possession : it would siinply d^'inarcate Ili(‘ boundari(‘s in 
the pohsohion of tlu' }>arties. It would he decidt'd at the time of the survey 
tliat such and such lands were in the po>s(‘ssi(>n of such and such partitas. 
A p(!rson, hn\vcv(T, niiLdit admit tlumjuestion of j)o.sS(‘ssion, hut mi^'‘ht claim 
that it did luit correspond with his title ; that lie was in no way bound by 
the houiidaries fixed by tlu' survi'v ; and that lit' iiad still a ri^ht to hrinf; a 
suit, witliin tlie ])( rio(l of twelv(‘ \ears proscrilasl by the law of limitaMon, 
to alter the boundaries in ace/u-dance with what lu* miirht prove to be his rifj^ht. 
Under the>e <*ireumstances, IIakkison submitted that tlu'. wording'- which 

he pro]M)s(‘d in liiN aimaidiiKMit would set all disputes at rest. If, how(‘V('r, 
any better wordiii;^ was sui!i:(‘sted, he did not ask that the tvordin^ in his 
amendment sliould h(‘ followed. It should, howu'Vi'r, h(' made ipiito clear that 
the boundaries fixed by the survey w(Te the e(>rr(M't lioundaru'S, unless the 
owner could show' by a suit hr(uif^hi wdthin om* yeai' that the ])oun(luries so 
mark(‘d were not the true houndarMis. With this object he moved tliat for 
section the following he substituted : — 

Tho houiidiirH'S of any land or })romifi(*s as d<>nmr<*at«‘(l under Hjo above y)roeeduro Rl.all 
be d(‘era<‘d to ])e tin* com'et bouudanos, nnleBs a Pint IS benifrlil Wilhin oik' }(ur from tlio 
date of the notification mentioned in tlio last preoe<lin^^ s^-etem to s(*t asido Buch deinaroatioti/’ 

If the princijdo was admitted that the result of the survey was to he final, 
after the expiration of one year, as re^^ards the question of title as well as the 
question of possession, Mr. Harkison asked the Council to say wdietlier the 
section as now worded did clearly embody that principle or not. 

The IloN. Bahu Kally Nath Mittek said he wasopiiosed to the amendment. 
Under the ordinary law of limitation a person had a period of twelve years to 
enforce his right of title to land by bringing a suit, and he did not see why that 
period should be curtailed to one year because there was to be a survey of the town. 
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Tho lion. Mover of the amendment knew that, when the last survey was made, 
the houudarieH of many private lands w'ere included in tho streets of Calcutta, and 
if there was this provision, tlien, that the survey was to be a final settlement of 
boundaries unless objection W'as taken within one year, all those boundaries of 
private lands would have become part and parcel of the streets, whereas they 
were in fact not part and jiarcel of them. Parties came forward afterwards to 
show that those poitions of the streets were private lands, and that the surveyor 
who madf! the survey had mad(‘ mistakes in i^uttirii: them in as parts of the streets. 
As he understood the matter, ( Calcutta had chan^md to a ^^reiit extent duriiu'- the 
last tew years, and th(‘refore the surviy made on tlie last occasion was not now 
a correct or completes survey of tin? town. Ditches had been tilled up and 
coiiV('rt(‘d into stns'ls; n(^w streets had ])een o[)en(‘d out where there were no 
.stri;ets Ix'lnre, and it was liij.,ddy desirable that tliere sliould a fresh survey 
to show M'hat was tlu^ present state of tiie town. Put he did not think it nas 
intended that privatii int(;rests were to h(‘ prejudiced. If a jxM'son had by the 
law of limitation twelve years to reeovcT ])osses.sion of his lands, lie did not 
se(‘ why, hy tho nu'ro fae.t of a fresh sur\ey ha\iii^" bec'ouKMiecessary, that 
ri^dit should he j(*opaj-dised. 

d’he lloN. Mio Am’NIio iAloiiUN Dose said that lie tliouf:lit tlu' Couneil ouirht 
not to aceept the amendment of tin; Hon. MeinlH r, and for the reasons wliieh 
had heiui pointed cut by his lion, friend Ihihii Kally Nath Mitter. Aeeordim- 
to thejiresont law, hy virtiu'of Art 1 4 of the Si'comlSclicduh' to the Limitation 
Act, II .suit eould only be bioii^iht within oiu‘ ) ear to si't asidi' an act or ordi'i 
by a Cov('rninent Ollicer ; and tlu* section in tin* Kill (Miihodied that ‘'■eiieral 
provision, Ihit it liad Ixmh held over and ovei a^ainly the Courts tliat, llioimh 
you mi^lit not luin^ a, suit within tv\('lv(> years so a.^ to s{>1 aside an oilieial act 
yet virtually and practically th<- same suit mi^dit lit' when it was framed so as 
to makt' it a, suit for iht' reetnt'ry of jiosst'ssion. Therefore, undt'r the present 
law, if a pt'rson had been impiojM-rly depriv^'d of possession over premises, 
lands or lmil(lin<xs, iit^ could conu' up within twelvt' years and assert his rhdit 
hut lu' eould not Irunu' it as a suit to st't aside the dt'niiircatiim of ]>ouiidaries 
hy (he Supt'rintt'ndt'ut ; and tiiat was exactly tlu' ju inciplo wliich iiad been 
t'liihodied in Iht' Ihll anti laid ht'lore the Ckmncil ly the t^elt'et Ctaimiittee. flat 
it apiuairetl that iht' tdijt'ct of the ainendirn'iit was to eaiT\ this principit' 
a ^nt at tleal furtlu'r, namely, tliut It should ht' held that the boundary lino of 
the surety shtmlil he accefitetl as eorrect uiilt'ssa suit was lirtuifxht within a year, 
it was not for him to ^i\e any positivt' iiiterpretatittn t)f thtise words; but it 
st'emed tt) him that tlu' elfect of tlu' jiropost'd altiTutioii iu the laii^ma^»'e of tlio 
section, ctuipled with tlu' .speech of his hon. friend, the nmver of the amend- 
ment, ini^’Jit l)t' to sht'w that it was tlit' intention of the Le^dslaturc to alter the 
present law as to limitation. It was not desirable that under the cover of the 
present law for tlu' survey of the town, and without any notice to the general 
public, tluy sliould encroach upon jirivute rights, wdiatever niiglit be the reason 
for proposing the change. He might further point out one thing. Accord- 
ing 10 the amendment, the boundaries were to be accepted as correct unless a 
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Huit was brought witliiii one year from the date of the notification approving of 
the survey. This would seem to imj)ly that tlic presumption as to the correct- 
ness of the surs'cy boundary was to cease when a suit was brought within the 
year. But he mmht ask what would happen if such a suit wore to bo instituted 
without resulting: in a decision on the merits. There might be a nonsuit, or the 
case might be dismissed on the ground of some formal defect, and might or might 
not be follow(‘d ])y (ktlier suits. Tlie presumption as to correctness iiaving boon 
once destroyed, tfu' amendim'iit did md pna'cisl to jirovide for tliis state of 
affairs. For all tluse rc'asons ho thought the amendment ought not to Ixj 
ado])ted, and flint tlii' (’oiincil ouglit to ]<‘av(' the section exactly as it was. 

Tlie lloN. Mi;. Iii^NOLi»s said that the amendment, as interjin'ted ]>y 
the sjieeclH'^ (d‘ the two lion M('m]>ers, sec'ined to raise a doubli' issue — one an 
issue of principle, and tlu' other an issue whi<*li was mt'rtly verbal, lie might 
sav at one(' tliiit hi^‘ oliji'ct in framing section as it stood, was to seeun' tlu' 
(‘inl whi<h the lion Mr. llarri.son intended to securt‘ by his anuaidment. 
He un(!'‘r>tood, undi'r section as it Mood in tin' Bill, that any suit to sot 
aside* a deuKircated boundary mu.st be brought within oiu' year, and that 
unless a suit wa^' brought such demarcation would b(' liiial to prevent any 
subsM[iu'nt question boing raised in respect of tliosi* lands. But it apjieared to 
him that thi^, obj(^ ♦ \\a> ipiite as \\(dl attained, ))ossibly Ix'tter, by tin* .s(*ction 
as it stood in tl.o BiM, than lo’ the words of the amendment, lb* might say 
j)lainl\' that it \s hi'^ iutenti^m to carry out that result; but In* undei'stood 
there *wiU‘ somo objretioiis to this ( ’ouned passing a law^ wnieb would conflict 
with tlie wording of the Lnnitati<Mi A<'t, which wa.s an Act ])ass(‘d hy tin* 
(b»v('rn Miieral in(’(Uineil. If that was the eas(‘, pm’liajis tin* Ibm. tlie 
A(lvoeal(‘-(b neral M'-uM explain the point. If the aiin'ndnn'nt wen* shown to 
he inadans•^lb^■ on thi-. around, M i:. Ui”i \oi.i>< lioprd that tin* Hon. Merulx'j 
would bo willing t(» allow the .s('etion to stand in tin* Bill as it was. 

The Hon iin; A nx oe\'ri *< h m i: vn said that it s(;enn‘d to liim that tin* 
amendaioiit in no wav e.\t« ndod tlie operation of tin* Ibll. Tin* survey was based 
Uj)(»n ideiice of p- ^sinii, nml the boundaries mentioned in tin* Hon. I^Iember's 
amendineiil would be arrixed at in the same way, namely, up( n eviihana* 
of possessi(»n. riiere was mU a single* word as to “ titl(T' in tlx; Bill, bat it 
was j)roposed to gi t nd of tin* (pu*stion of title in an indins-t manina*. Tim 
que.stion of title could not be s(*t at r(*st by om^ year's limitation, dlio Bengal 
Council liad m* p >w(*i to take awav that ilglit wliieb every ]x*rs()n liad under 
the jnesent law to bring a suit for recovering p<iSM*ssion of his jirojierty within 
twelve y(‘ar.s. d'fie section which had he.eii pointed out to liim as possibly 
givdng the B(*n_:al f ouneil that jxiwer was section (> of tin* Limitation Act, 
whicli provided as follows: — “ When, ]>y any special or local law now or here- 
after infoice in British India, a p(‘riod of limitation is s|X3cially prescribed for 
any suit, appeal or ajiplicalion, notliing herein contained shall alfect or alter the 
periixl so prescribed. " That section being read subje,ct to section 42 of the 
Indian Councils’ Act relates to Acts to be passed by the Governor-General in 
Council. I'herefore the position he took up was this : Jirstj that the amendment 
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would not extend the operation of this Bill. Section 1 1 of the Bill provided that 
an appeal should lie to the Board of Revenue. When that tribunal disposed 
of the appeal, there was an end to all litigation under the Act, except so far as 
section 22 provided that a suit mi^lit be brought within one year. If the 
object of the amendment was to affect title to land, he said it would not affect 
tlie question of title at all by providing a limitation of one year, as this Council 
had not the power to do that. 

The Hon. Mr. Harkihon said that he was justly entitled to congratulate 
himself tfiat tlie l)on. menib(;r in charge of the Jffll had intended by the section 
in the Bill to produce the same ntsult that the amendment before the Council 
had for its object, but it appeared that lion. Members who opposed the amend- 
ment thought it would not achieve that result. Then the next questions were 
whether it was desirable that that result should be achieved, whotlier the words 
he suggested would achieve it, and whcth(ir it was within the competence of 
this OouTicil. As to whether it was d(isirabl(‘, he thought that if it was not 
doneth(i survey WY)uld be deprived of a very great j»art of its advantages. It 
was precisely the elen»ent of finality that would make the survey the greatest 
boon, and it was on that account so desirable to attach a s)>ecial p(*riod of 
limitation for the decision of all (|U(;stions in relation to the boundaries to be 
demarcated by the survey. In the old ))()sse8sorv ac^tion of Magistrates there 
was a fixed jHiriod of limitation of six months within which jiarties were bound 
to bring a suit to alter the decision of the Magistrate. Similarly, after a survey 
was made and the boundaries laid down, a certain period should he allowed 
to bring a suit to prove any inherent rights of title, hut if such right was not 
exercised within the tinu? so lixc'd, tlio boundaries so detiTinined should not be 
subject to bo contested when any person rihuilt his liousc and sought to 
encroach upon the public road. In the second })la(‘e. the (juestion was whether 
the amendment did carry out the intimtion. With all rii.spect to the opinion of 
the learned Advocate-General, Mr. Harrison maintained that the amimdment 
did effect that object so far as the municipality was concerned, because there 
was no (juestion that, wdien tln^ lands lying alongside th(‘ road were once 
iinally demarcated, no one could thereafter claim any jiortiun of the roadway. 
Therefore, if it could l)(‘ said that the corrc'ct boundaries of the road and 
the lands adjoining it were correctly marked in the survey, then all the 
disjiutes which now occurred would virtually be at an end, as far as regards 
the rights of the public No jiorson could successfully claim that land was 
at one and the same time a part of a public road and a part of his private 
property. As regards the question of the competency of the Council to 
make such a provision of law, he must admit himself not to be able to 
contend against the opinion of the learned Advocate-General, if that was his 
opinion ; and he could only express his extreme regret that an opportunity like 
this should be lost simply from want of power in the Local Council to pass 
what seemed to him to be so valuable a provision. J'he great advantage which 
the Town would derive from the survey would be much diminished by the 
inability of the Council to make the decision as to boundaries ffnal, and by 
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leaving it opn for ten or twelve years under the law of limitation for these 
boundary disputes to be brought forward in the way they wore now done, whieli 
it was the object of the Corporation to settle once for all by this survey. 

The Hon. Mr. Macaulay said that, with reference to the last point, and 
with the greatest deference for the opinion of the learned Advocate-General, 
he would ask him to consider carefully the wording of section G of the Limita- 
tion Act. A local law was a law applicable to a local area, and, under those 
circumstances, the expression British India” could not be intended to mean the 
whole of British India ; otherwise it would not be a local law. If tlie 
objection to this being a local law fell to the ground, the objection to a law of 
the Bengal Council applicable to Calcutta only also fell to the ground ; and 
therefore this Council had power to pass either the se'ction contained in the 
Bill, or the amendment now before the Council. AVliilo lie was not in favour 
of the amendment, he thought the section in the Bill would have the desired 
effect 

The IloN. Mu. Harrison, wdth reference to the opinion of the learned 
Advocate-General, tlien asked leave to withdraw the ainendinent. 

The Hon, the Pkesiuknt said that he thought, on the whole, this was 
the more sensible course to take. In this crmflict between lawyers it was 
difficult for laymen exactly to understand the point. It seemed to him that if 
they look(‘d upon the way in which section 22 had been dniwn, it would bo a 
very doulitiul (juestion wlu'ther the Assistant Su])erintend(‘nt\s df'cision on 
evndence of poss(ission and tlu' a])p(‘al to the Ihiard of Bevenue on the possi^ssory 
evidema', could be sed aside by a Civil Court if brought after twelve mouths from 
such decision. If parties dispossessed came before a Civil Court and asked for 
redress, section 22 would seem to preclude them unless an action was brought 
within twelve months, d he words were clo'ar “ that no suit should bci entertained 
to set aside any demarcation of boundaries unless brought within one year aft(;r 
the date of tlie notification.” It would be after all for the (^)urts to decide 
whether section 22 evaded the right of limitation for twelvi; years or not. 
It was thcreh^re better to leave; the section as it stood in the Bill. 

The motion was then by h ave withdrawn, and section 22, as it stood in the 
Bill, was agreed to. 

The Hon. Mr. Harrison moved the following amendment in section 24, 
viz., that at the end of section 24 («/), for “ or ” substitute and by fixing a copy 
on some conspicuous part of the land or premises to wdiicdi it relates, or,”. The 
object of the amendment, he said, was, if possible, to diminish the chance of a 
case being decided in the absence of the parties interested. In ordinary cases, 
no doubt, the parties would attend ; but in some cases it would so evidently be 
the interest of one of the parties, if possible, to keej) the other party in ignor- 
ance of what was being done, that sjiecial efforts might be made to prevent the 
other party, if out of Calcutta, from beimj made aware of the date fixed for the 
consideration of objections as to boundaries. The section provided that notice 
‘‘ should^ be served by delivering the same to the person to whom it is directed, 
or on failure of such service, by posting the same on some conspicuous part of 
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the houHC in which the said person usually resides or holds his office, or carries 
on his business, or by delivering the same to an agent or servant of such person, 
or to a male adult member of his family.” In all these alternative courses 
it might 1)0 so manipulated by persons interested, that the notice should not 
reach the person interested. It would be safer to add that in all these cases a 
copy of the notice must be affixed to some conspicuous part of the land or pre- 
mises to which it relates. He did not think tliat would be considered superfluous 
as an additiniial precaution to prevent the notice escaping attention. 

The motion was j)ut to the vote and carried, and the section, as amended, 
was agreed to. 

The IloN. Mr. Hakriron also moved the following amendment in the same 
section, viz , that in the proviso attached to the end of section 24, for the 
survey made under this Act shall not,” substitute “after the publication of the 
notification referred to in section 21 no survey made under this Act shall,”. 

He said tliat, as this section was one of a little more importance, perhaps 
ho should ex])lain its intention and meaning. The proviso enacted that tlie 
survey made under the; Act should not be vitiated for any defect in the service 
of notice. Tut looking to section 0 of the Bill, whicli provided for cases in 
which the parties failed to anpear after service of notice, it seemed hard to 
reconcile tiie two sections. The amendment he proposed was one which seemed 
to meet the object of the Bill, viz., finality iii decisions, and was on the whole 
more e(|uitable. Section 21 provided that, after all objections had been decided, 
tlie Licnitenant-Governor should signify his apf)roval of the surv(;y. That was 
a sort of wind-up of the survey, and left objectors to bring tlieir suits within a 
year. If a ])erson neglected his own intcTost so long that he waited till this 
final notice in the Gazette, and did not objt'Ct that the noticjc never reached 
him, ho might be fairly bdd that he was too late ; and tliat would seem to 
meet all requirements. The amendment would not only harmonize this section 
with section (J, but would justify the rejection of all objections made after 
the approval of survey had b(‘en notified in the Gazette. 

Idle motion was put to the voti‘ and carried, and the section, as amended, 
wtiR ngrecnl to. 

dhiE Hon. the PuEsinENT remarked that, as ihe Bill had given rise to some 
discussion, he tliought it would bo better if its final passing into law was 
postponed till the next meeting of the Council. 

The Council adjourned to Saturday, the 15th January, 1887. 

CAixwrA, ) 

m I2th January, 1887. ) ^ 

Legislative Department. 
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The Council met at the Council Chamber on Saturday, tho 15th January, 1887. 


Drrsfnt : 

The Hon. Sir Rivers Thompson, k.c.s.i., Lktdcmnl-Gouermr of Bengal, 

President. 

The Hon. G. C. Paul, c.i.e., Advocate - General , 

The Hon. H. J. Reynolds, c.s.i. 

The Hon. C. P. L. Macaulay, c.i.e. 

The Hon. T. T. Allen. 

The Hon. H. L. Harrison. 

The Ho.n. Moulvie Abdul Jubbar. 

Tlie IIoN. G. Irving. 

The Hon. D. Cruicksiiank. 

Tlie Hon. Anunik) Moiiun Bose. 

The Hon. Babu Kally Nath Hitter. 

CALCUTTA SURVEY BILL. 

Tjik Hon. Mr. I^eynolds, in moving that the Bill provide for a survey of 
the Town of Calcutta, as settled in Council, be passed, said— This I5ill was very 
fully discussed at the last meeting of tho Council, and as no further anieiidments 
have been ])ut on the paper, 1 may assume that Hon. Members an^ satislied 
with the Bill as it stands. J may also mention that it. is a matter oi some 
iiiifioHance that this Bill sliould be passed without delay. Hon. Members are 
no doubt aware that the surviy mentioned in tho Bill lias already been coui" 
menced, and the ClHcer in charge of the survey finds it neetissary that he 
sliould be armed with tlic powers which this measure will colder upon him. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The ihll was passed aecordingly. 

The Council adjourned to iSatiirday, the 2l>th January, 1-S87. 


CALCurrA, ) 

1- 

Tlie VJth Janwiry^ 1887. J 


Gordon Leith, 

Offy, AssL Secy, h tfic Govt, of Bengal^ 

Legislative JJepartmcni. 


By subsequent order of the President, the Council was postponed to 
Saturday, the 12th February, 1887. 


CALCivrrA. ^ 

The 2^th January^ 1887. J 


Gordon Leith, 

Offg. AssL Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal, 

Lcgtslaiive Df'partinMnt. 
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The Council met at the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 12th February, 1887. 

Jrcsdit • 

The Hon. Sru Rivers Thompson, k.c.s.i , Lieutenant Governor o f Bengal, 

President. 

The Hon. G. C. Paul, c.i.e., Advocate- General 
The Hon. H. J. Rkynolhs, c.s.i. 

Th(‘ Hon. C. P. L. Macaulay, cm e. 

Tlie Hon. T. T. Allen. 

The Hon. H. L. Hakrison. 

Tlie Hon. A. \V. Ckoit, c.i.e. 

The Hon. Moulvie Abi>ul Juhuak. 

The Hon. G. Irving. 

Tlie Hon. I). Crujckshank. 

1'ho Hon. Anunix) Mohun I^ose. 

The Hon. lUitu Rally Nath Mitter. 

Th(‘ Hon. Dr. Maiiendra Lal Siucaig c.i.e. 

NEW MEM BEKS. 

The Hon. Mk. Ckoit, and the Hon. Du. Mahendka Lal Sircar toi.k 
their seats in Council. 


CHOTA NAGPUR RURAL POLIC10 BILL. 

Tlio Hon. Mr. Allen moved that the Bill for tlie regulation ot the Rural 
Police in the Chota Nagpur Division bo referred to u Select Committee, 
(consisting of the Hon. Messrs. Macaulay and Anuiido Mohun Bose and the 
Mover, witli instructions to report thereon in a fortnight. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Council adjourned to Saturday, tlie 2Gth February, 1887. 


Calc'Utta, 

The 15/4 Fehruarff, 1887. 


1 


Gokhon Leith, 

Asst, Sceg. to the Govt, tf Bengal. 

Legislative Department . 


By subsequent order of the President, the Counidl was postponed to 
Satur(lay, the 12tli March, 1887. 


Calcutta. 

s 

The 23rJ Fehrmrijy 1887. J 


Gordon Leith, 

Ofg. Asst. Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal 

Legislative Department. 



The Council met at the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 12tli March, 1887. 

Present : 

The Hon. Sir Rivers Thompson, k.c.s.l, LicutenanU Governor of Bengal, 

President, 

The Hon. G. C. Paul, ci.e., Advocate- General 

The Hon. II. J. Reynolds, c.s.i. 

The Hon. C, P. L. Macaulay, c.i.e. 

The Hon. T. T. Allen. 

The Hon. Sir Henry Harrlson. 

The Hon. Sir Alfred Croft, k. c.i.e. 

The Hon. Moulvie Abdul Jubbar. 

The Hon. G. Irmnq. 

The Hon. D. Cruickshank. 

The Hon Anundo Mohun 15ose. 

The Hon. Dr. Maiiendra Lal Sircar, c.i.e. 

CHOTA NAGPUR RURAL POLICE BILL. 

The Hon. Mr. Allen, in pre.scntin^j^ the Report of the Select Committee on 
the Bill for the reguhitiou of the Rural Police in the Chota Nagpur Division, 
said — The changes wliich we have made in the Bill are exceedingly small and 
the Report speaks for itself. As by the Rules for the conduct of business in 
the Council it is necessary that the Report of the Select Committee should bo 
placed in the hands of Members for seven days before the Bill ean be 
proceeded with any further, 1 have nothing further to say on tlie subject now. 

CHITTAGONG PORT COMMISSIONERS’ BILL. ' 

The Hon. Mr. Macaulay in presenting the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to ajipoint Commissioners for the Port of Chittagong, said : — 
We have not tliought it necessary to make any alteration of monienl in this 
Bill, and I shall only now direct attention to two of the amendment.s made by 
the Committee. Under section 5 of the Bill as it stood, three out of nine Com- 
missioners were to be elected by such “ body, bodies, or firms engaged in com- 
merce in the port as the Local Government may, from time to time, direct.’' 
Under instructions from the Govennnent of India, we have made this direction 
of the Local Government subject to the previous sanction of the Governor- 
General in Council. 

Next, section 14 of the Bill provides, in cases of acquisition of land for 
the purposes of the Port, for the pa}Tnont only of the compensation awarded 
under the Act. It has been pointed out by the Government of India that there 
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Chittagong Port Commmioncrs^ Bill ; 

Statement of the Course of Businas. 

\_Mr, Macaulay ; The President^ 

are other charges connected with these proceedings, such as stamps and lawyers* 
fees, and we have accordingly introduced provisions for regulating them. The 
Bill has been now before tlie public for three months, and wo have not received 
any suggestions for its improvement or any objections to it. I therefore propose 
at the next meeting of the Council to move that the Report be taken into 
consideration with a view to the settlement of the terms of the Bill. 

STATEMENT OF THE COURSE OF BUSINESS. 

Tlic IIoN. THE President said — The Council will now be adjourned to Satur- 
day next, and on that day I hope we shall be able to take into consideration the 
Bill for the Regulation of the Rural Police in Chota Nagpur, and to pass it into 
law. We shall also proceed with the consideration of the Bill for tne creation 
of a Port Trust in Chittagomg. On next Saturday also the Hon. Mr. Macaulay 
wdll introduce the Bill for the amendment of the Calcutta Port Improve- 
ment Act, 1870, which I hope will be passed before the end of the Session. 
The only other Bill which remains is the large measure before the Select Com- 
mittee for the consolidation and amendment of the Municipal Law in Calcutta 
and the Suburbs. I understand from my friend Sir Henry Harrison, that the 
Report of the Select Comraittoo will be placed before the Council before the 
close of the present Session, and it will then be laid on the table and published 
with a view to the final consideration of the Bill at the commencement of the 
next Session of the Council in November next. 

The Council adjourned to Saturday, the 19th March, 1887. 

Calcutta, ^ Gordon Leith, 

T/ic I5(h March, 1887.J to the Govt, of Bengal, 

• Legislative Deparimeni. 



The Council met at the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 19th March, 1887. 

IJrcsrnt: 

The IIoN. Sir Rivers Thompson, k.c.s.i., LieuicnanU Governor of Bengal^ 

President. 

The Hon. G. C. Paul, c.i.e., Advocate- General. 

The Hon. H. J. Reynolds, c.s.i. 

The Hon. C. P. L. Macaulay, c.i.e. 

The Hon. T. T. Allen. 

The IIoN. Sir Hknry Harrison. 

'Jhe Hon. Sir Alfred Croft, k c.i.e. 

The Hon. Moth.vie Ardul Jubbar. 

The Hon, G. Irvincj. 

The Hon. 1). CiiriCKsnANK. 

The Hon. Babu Kally Nath Mitter. 

The UoN. Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar, c.i.e. 

CHITTAGONG PORT COMMISSIONERS’ BILL. 

The Hon. Mr. Macaulay, in moving that the Rej)ort of the Select Com- 
mittee on the Bill to aj)])()iiit Comn)i8.sionerH for the Port of Chittagong be taken 
into consideration in order to th(' settlement of the clauses of the Bill, 
said that, with His Honours [x^rniission, he would combine the first two niotiors 
which stood in liis name. He had the lionour to invite the attention of the 
Council to an oversight whicli had occurred in the draft Bill and which required 
amendment. It would he ohscTved that tlie main l)ody of the liill had l>een taken 
from the Indian Act XV of 1879, the Rangoon Port Trust Act, because it was 
understood that tiie circuinstaiKavs of the Port of Cliittagong would more closely 
resemble those of Hangoon than those of the larger ports of Calcutta and 
Bombay. At the same time the constitution of tlio body of tlio Port Com- 
missioners of Chittagong wais framed more upon the lines of the Acts applying 
to the larger ports. Now' the section relating to the dis(jualifieation of Com- 
missioners was taken fr(;m the Bombay Act, wdiich contained a saving clause 
regarding a particular Commis.sioner being interested in the loans of the Com- 
missioners ; while section 73 was taken from the Rangoon Act, which, for reasons 
which he did not understand, rendered a Commissioner who lent money to the 
Commissioners at largo liable to disqualification and to fine. Ihc Council must 
take either the two sections of the Bombay Act or the two sections of the 
Rangoon Act. He believed the Council would think it desirable to follow 
the lines of tlio Bombay Act, which permitted Commissioners to invest 
in the debentures of the Port Trust, and he would therefore ask for leave to 
move a provision in substitution of section 73 to the above effect. 

1 he motion was put and agreed to. 
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The IIoN. Mr. Macaulay moved that the following section be substituted 
for section 73 of the Bill : — 

“ Any Uommissionor or Borvant of the Commiasioners, who Bhall acquire, directly or 
indirectly, any hharo or iutorest in any contract or em[»lo 3 ^nicnt with, by, or on behalf of, 
the ( oinmissioners, Rhall ho (h‘omed to have committed the ollenco made punishable by section 
168 of the Indian I’ennl {'od<' : 

Provided that iiotliiiig in this section shall apply to a person — 

(a) having a share in any Joint-Stock (ionqiany which shall contract with, or be 
cnijdoycd by, or on behalf of, the ComniissionerB ; or 
(A) having a share '>r interest in any newspaper in which any advertisement relating 
to tlie atl'airs of tlio Commissioners may bo inserted ; or 
(r) intoresicfl in any loan of m -iioy to the Commissioners.” 

The Hon. tiie Buksiuent said, Tlon. Members would observe that the 
Bill, as it stood in section 73, conflicted with the terms of section 8, which 
referred to th(^ dis(juabfication frmn oflice of Commissioners. The amendment 
which had just been moved wmuld be substituted for section 73, and would bring 
it into harmony wdth the provisions of section 8. It was therefore necessary 
that HC'ction 73, as it stood, should be altered. 

d1io motion wais jiut to the vote and carried, and the section, as amended, 
was agreed to. 

(TIOTA NAGPUR RURAL POLICE BlLl. 

The IloN. Mr. Allen moved that the Rojiort of the Select Committee on 
th(' Bill to provide for the regulation of tlie Rural l^diee in Chota Nagpur he 
taken into considc'ration in ordiT to the settlement of the clauses of the Ihll. He 
said on tlie last occasion that lie considered it unno(;essary to detail the changes 
which had been niudo by the Select Committee in the original form of the Bill 
as they were exceedingly f(‘w. The distriiT of l^Iiiiiblium had been exempted 
from the operation "f tlio Bill until it should be included therein by a notification 
of tlio Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. In the section providing for distraint 
of property, plougli-catlU^, and agricultural implements were exeni[)ted, and 
in accordance witli a suggestion of the Government of India, a clause had been 
added to section 8 whicli allowx'd of the appointment of a panchay^at in villages 
nhere the materials for the apj)oiiitnient of such panehayats w’ere to be found. 
Id section 32, wdiicli foibade the chaukidar abandoning his post without 
previous notice, a penalty had been provided, also in accordance wdth a sugges- 
tion of the Governmciit of India, and the penalty w'us the same as that provided 
in Act V of 1801 and Act XV of 1870 for the regulation of the village 
police in the NorthAVostern Provinces. Substantially, the Act would remain 
as it was originally passta] in 1878, with these few exceptions. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon. I)k. Maiiendka Lal JSircar moved that to section 6 the follow- 
ing clause be added : — ‘‘ If any zemindar or tenure-holder is dissatisfied with such 
determination, he may appeal, wdthin thirty days therefrom, to the Commis- 
fiioner, who shall pass such orders as to him seems proper,” He explained that 
this addition was analogous to the clause in section 25 of the Bill, which gave 
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a riffht of appeal from the order of the Deputy Commissioner doclarinsr what 
zemindars or tenure-holders were liable for the maintenance of road patrols. 
If an appeal was to be allowed in such cases, he thought that an appeal should 
also be allowed from an oruer determining the amount to be paid lor maintain- 
ing the village police. 

The IIoN. THE Advocate-General apprehended that, there could hardly be 
any question to be heard in appeal in a question of this sort. It did not 
require the safeguard of an appeal. 

The Hon. Mk. Macaulay would go further and say that, such questions as 
would probably arise in appeal under this section might be exceedingly 
inconvenient. An appeal miglit go into tlie cpH'stion of t^>e number of chau* 
kidars wliicli should b * employed, and of the grouping of villages, of which tho 
Commissioner might have no kriowdodge whatever. 

The 1 Ion. THi: President said he would like to know what remedy a man 
Virought under tins liahilitN w’ould have if he contested it. 

dh(‘ I Ion. Mu. Allen observed that the force of the amendment lay in this : 
If a zfuniiidar or under-t(*uure-holder was di.s.satisfied with tho determination of 
tli(‘ Deputy (’ommi.ssioiier, he should appeal to the ( -ommi.ssioner ; but hy 
tiu' preceding .section the matters for the l)e])uty CominissioiuT to deterniino 
were the immlKT of village }>nlicenion and the pay of each. The only (iu()stionB 
upon whicli he ( (add ajipeal, tlien^fore, were as to the number of village polict?- 
men to he appointed in each village, and the pay which they shoulcl receive; 
and the hill pr(»vid(‘(l limits in both these cases. Tho discretion of the 
Deputy Ccunmisslom r was almost completely taken nwiiy. He could not give 
a pay" of mt*r(' than Kn I, or less than Ks. 2, ])er mensem, and he could not 
appoint f(>r a jiarticular village more than tho number of policaunen wdiich the 
law^ allowed, and he must determine the asscjssment according to the nuinber of 
houses in each village. Moreover, every act of the Deputy Commissioner 
was suhjc'ct to the control and orders *bf the Commissi(mer, and it required no 
provision of law to make his orders subject to such control. Probably the 
lion. Member thought tliat by the introduction of this clause the liability of a 
zemindar or under-tenure-holder to police service would be open to appeal, but 
the amendnu'nt did not provide for that. 

Idle motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

The Hon. Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar moved that in section 8, paragraph 
1, the words “ a Board consisting of ” be inserted after “thereupon;’^ and tho 
words and the headman of the village or any other person appointed by tho 
Deputy Commi.^sioner, ’’ after “belongs.^’ The object of this amendment, he 
said, was to associate w’ith the tehsiWar soino one, preferably a headman, if 
such an one w'us available, in the business of assessment, and thus to 
minimise the evils of taxation when the tax-gatherer himself was the assessor. 

The IIoN. !Mr. Ali.en said he was unable to accept this amendment. 
The Hon. Member was anxious to provide a Board, but what the Board was to 
do after it was formed was nowhere said. The other sections of the Act knew 
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nothin^^ of a Hoard. They provided for the appointment of tehsildars and 
otiier fjfficers, but a Board was unknown. This amondrnent would have ni> 
oth(;r effect than to call into existence a Hoard which would have no functions, 
'i'la; flon. Member was apparently not ac(|uainted with the circumstances of the 
villa^^es of (Jliota Na»^^pur. It was the difficulty of gettin^^ intelli^-ent headmen 
in the villa^'-oa that ha'J necessitated a change in the law of 1878. It would 
f)robablv sur])rlHe the lion. Member to hear that the headmen, where they even 
nominal Iv existed, were not Hindus at all, but aborigines, and the Council 
could well understand what sort of a Hoard tliere would be consistin^^ of a 
Hen^ali or a Heliari tehsildar and a Kol mania. The amount of work they 
would ^^et throu^j^h would be cxceedin^i:ly small, and to attempt to work the 
provisions of the Act relatinj^ to the assessment of the ttix by such a Hoard would 
be somothin^^ like atternptin^r to })lou;^h a khel with a buffalo and a camel 
attached to tlu^ yok(i. The amendment appeared to him to liave been brought 
forward without sufficient knowlodj^^e and consideration of the circumstances 
which applied to the case. 

The Hon. tue President* said, it would bo noticed that the action taken 
by the Select Committee on the Hill was to introduce a system of panchayats 
where it was jKJSsihle to do so, and wIktc th(5 intdlin-ence of the residents led 
them to think that it would be to tludr interest that a pancliayat sliould be 
appointed. The provisions of the section fully jjrovided for that. ^ His Honour 
tliouf^dit sufficient provision had been mad(‘ for an enlaix('d system of working" 
the Hill. I'or himself, he was not inclined to su])port the amendment. 

''idle motion was put and nen^ativ(‘d. 

The section, as it stood in the Hill, was an^reed to. 

I he lloN. l)u. Mahendra Lal Sircar movaal that the following clause be 
added to section Each circle tehsildar shall ^nve security, the amount 

of which shall b(‘ determined by tiie Ik'puty Commissioner.” He said that 
as the collection of money would be entrusted to circle tehsildars, they 
should be required to f>five security. 

The Hon. Mr. Allen considered it quite unm^cessary to provide by law for 
the taking" of security, as the Deputy Commissioner could do so by executive 
action if it was found desirable. 

Idle Hon. 'phe Advocate-Gf.neral rcmarkcal, that the object of the amend- 
ment was to ensure the employment of trustworthy persons — a duty which 
lie thou<^ht mi^dit safely Ik* left to the discretion of the proper autliorities. 

'Idle IfoN. Mr. IvEVNoLDs iiointed out that the taking* of security from 
ri'venuo offii ers was regulated by rule, and he thought it was more convenient 
that it should b(' so regulated. 

The Hon. the President observed that there was nothing in the Bill to 
pn'vont the Deputy Commissioner requiring some form of security to be taken 
if in any place the collections made under the Act were large. 

Idle motion was put and negatived. 

Idle section, as it stood in the Hill, was agreed to. 
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The Hon. Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar moved that in section !(>, lino 2, the 
words “ warrant in ” be inserted l)eforo writing.” The object was to make 
it clear that there should bo a warrant. 

The Hon. Mr. Allen explained that the order for distraint provided in 
section 16 was not to be a warrant for the distraint of the property of a 
particular individual, but a $;(*neral authority to distrain the prooerty of a 
number of defaulters. He did not think the amendment would make the 
intention clearer. 

The motion w^as put and negatived. 

The section, as it stood in tlie Hill, w'as agreed to. 

The Hon. Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar moved that in section 22, clause 1, 
lino 8, the word ‘‘ jurisdiction ” be tubstituted for “ limits.” He pointed out 
that the word used in clause 8 of the same section wa.s “ jurisdiction,” und not 
“limits,” and lie moved this amendment simply for the sake of uniformity. 

The Hon. 31r. Allen said that of all the aimuidments of whicli notice had 
been given, this was the most oi)j(‘ctionahle. It was dangerous to meddle 
with the words used by a draftsman in an Aid., and he never ventured to do so 
without tlu* tear tlint tin; draftiT had some pn'cedent behind him. ddie word 
“ jurisdiction " could in no corna’t sense apply to the police : a judge had juris- 
diction, a polic(Miian had not ; and throughout the Criminal Procedure Code 
the word “limits” was used in connection with police stations. Allhougli 
the Council had been charged with comijuing the ])eo})le of Bengal by its excise 
legislation, they must stop somewhere and not corrupt the English language. 

The Hon. the Pki:sn)i:NT said he thought attention had been very pro- 
perly directed to the diversity of language in the Bill ; and following the prece- 
dent of the ('rinunal Procedure ( ode, which was authoritative on the subject, 
he would be induced to sujiporttlu! use of the word “limits” throughout the Bill 
instead of “jurisdiction.” 

The motion h jving Ix^en by leave withdrawn — 

The Hon. ]Mr. Allen moved tluit througliout the Pill the word “limits” 
be substituted for “ jurisdicdioii ” wlnui used in connection with a police station. 
In this ^\ay the language of tin* Ibll would be brought into conformity with 
the language (/f the Criminal Procedure (-odi‘, which must regulate the lan- 
guage of legislation oti cognate subjects 

I'he motion was put to tiie vote and carried, and the section, as amended, 
was agieed 

The Hon Dk. Mahendra Lal Sircak moved that to section 30, clause 2, 
the following words be added : “and shall forthwitli take the person so arrested 
to the police station within who.se limits he acts as road j)atrol.” Ho said 
that the clause as it stood authorized the arrest of certain persons, hut made 
no provision as to what w^us to be done after arrest: a policeman ouglit to know 
what he should do after arresting^ a person. 3 he amendment simj))y repeated the 
procedure on arrest as given in section 23. 

The Hon. Me. Alli:n said it certainly did seem strange that while sec- 
tion 23 contained a provision imposing upon a village policeman the duty of 
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immediately carryinjj^ the person whom he arrested to a police station, a similar 
obligation should not Ijc imposed on a road patrol, and he could give no 
explanation of tlie omiHsion, except that sections 59 and CO of the C riminal 
Proceduro Code required all private persons and police officers who arrested 
any person to take Idrn forthwith to a police station. Why the same sections 
were not considered sufficient to ensure a village police officer carrying the person 
arrested to the thana it was difficult to say. lie had, however, no objection to 
this amondiiHuit. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried, and the section, as amended, 
was agreed to. * 

The lIoN. Dr. Maiikndka Lai. Sircar moved that in section 32, para- 
graph 2, line 10, the word ‘Min(‘” be sfdjstituted for “penalty.’’ This, he 
said, was a])pareiitly a mere verbal amendment. Ihit as tlie word “penalty ” 
included imprisonment, and as the wrud “ imprisonin(mt ” was used in the next 
line, as if siq)arjit(‘d from “ ptaialty,” he thought it would b(‘ better to substitute 
tliO word “ line for tlie word “ penalty.” 

After some conversation, the motion was put to the vote and curried, and 
the section, as ani('nd(‘d, was agreed to. 

The II ON. Motti.vik AanuL Juiuiar asked permission tomov(‘ an amendment 
in section 5, ])aragra])h 3. He thought the expression “ the value of the (thakran 
lands” did lUit indicab; suflieiently clearly that it was to betln^ “ annual ” value, 
lie would insert the word “ annual ” hefore the word “ value.” 

The IIoN. Mr. Allkn considered that the word “value” covered annual 
value or any otluT value. 

The Hon. Sir Hknry Harrison thought that if any (‘hange should be made, 
it ought to be made by the insertion of the word “ uioiitidy, ” and not “ annual.” 

ddie motion was put and negatived. 

The section, as it stood- in the Hill, was agreed to. 

The Hon. Mr Ai.lkn postponed the motion, which stood in Ins name, that 
tlie Bill, as amended, be passed. 

CALCUTTA PORT IMPROVEMENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

The Hon, Mr. Macaulay introduced the Bill to amend the Calcutta 
F’ort Improvenient Act, 1870, and moved that it be read in Council. He 
said be obtained the permission of the C ouncil to introduce this Bill on the 
23rd of December last, and the delay which had occurred was due to the 
observance of certain formalities wliicli had been prescribed by the Secretary 
of State. At the time he introduced the Bill he stated that its scope would 
be eontined to the aiuendment of the constitution of the Port Trust, and that 
the details wouhl be explained hereafter Hon. Members would observe that 
practically the only important section of the Bill was section 4. By that section 
it w^as provided that live of the Commissioners should be elected — four by the 
Chamber of Commerce, and one by the Calcutta Trades’ Association — and that 
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the remaining eight should be appointed by the Local Government, with tlie 
proviso that at least two of the totsd number should be natives of India, resident 
in the town or suburbs of Calcutta. There might possibly be a discussion as to 
the extent to which an endeavour should be made to give further representation 
to railway and other special local interests, but this ho thought might be left for 
consideration by the Select Committee. He had observed that the scope of the 
Bill had been entirely confined to the object of recognising by legislation that 
there should be the elective principle in the constitution of the Port 'JVust. 
He mentioned this because, at tlie last moment, a proposal had been received 
from the Port Commissioners to introduce a clause providing for pensions to be 
given to their servants. That was a large question, which required much 
consideration. Moreover, to take it up now would involve serious dehi}' in 
view of the forms which the Council had to observe. It was practically a new 
departure from the existing Act, and the introduction of a new Bill. He 
thouglit it was desirable that, if such a measure should b(‘ consider(‘d, it should 
take the form of a new Idll, wiii(^h need not interfere with the passing of the 
present one. 

The motion was jmt and ULrreed to. 

The Pill was read accordingly. 

The Hon. Mu. Macaulay moved that the Hill be referred to n Sc^li^ct Com- 
mittee eoiihistiiig of the llnx. Mil Allen, the Hon. Mk. Irving, the Hon. Bahu 
Rally Nath Mittlu, the Hon. Hr. Mauenora Lal Sircar, and the Mover, with 
instru(*tions to report in one wi‘ek. 

The Hon. the President said lie was soiry the Council would not have 
the help of tin* Hon. Mr. Ckuk^kshank, who represented the mercantile intiin^sts, 
in the consideration of this ItilL as he was to leave* Calcutta that day. Under 
these circumstances, they would not lx* able to have his services on tln^ Com- 
mittei* on this Bill ; but His Honour had no doubt that the Select Committee 
which had been nomimded would give the Bdl the fullest coiiHideration in 
view of the particular interests wliich were involved. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Tlie Council adjourned to Saturday, the 26tli March, 1887. 

Calcutta, Gordon Leith, 

m 22nd March, 1887. J 

Leyislative Department. 



The Council met at the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 26th March, 1887. 

The floK. Sir Rivers Thompson, k.c.s.i., Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal^ 

Pretident. 

The rioN. G. C. Paul, c.i.e., Advocate- General. 

Tlie IloN. C. P. L. Macaulay, c.i.e. 

The Hon. T. T. Allen. 

The Hon. Sir Hi:nry Harrison. 

The Hon. Sir Alfrkd Cropf, k.c.i.e. 

Tlie Hon. Moulvie Ardiil Jubhar. 

The Hon. G. Irvinil 

1’he Hon. Anunoo Mohun Bose. 

The Hon. Baru Kallv Katii Mitter. 

The Hon. Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar, c.i.e. 

CHITTAGONG PORT COMMISSIONERS’ BILL. 

The TIon. Mr. Macaulay moved that the Bill to appoint Commissioners for 
the Port of Chitta^on^, as settled in Council, be passed. lie said In layin;^ 
this motion before th(‘ (Nmneil he would merely inform them that from the 
tiuK^ when h(‘ first had the honour of addressin^^ the Council on the subject, he 
liad constantly imueusiiifr evidence of the necessity for tliis measure. Recently 
Ih' was informed by Mr. Lyall, the Commissioner of (/hitta^on^, that no less 
tluiii four ships were unable to proceed to sea because there was no tug to 
take them out, and two of these 8lii))s, in attempting to get out without steam, 
had gone aground, and anoiluT had to omjih^y the mail steamer to tow her out. 
Then, again, Mr. Lyall had submitted an official report on a series of complaints 
made by Messrs. Rulli and Coni])any of the great inconveniences to which the 
shipping wore put by not only the absence of tugs, but the want of proper 
lighting of the upiiroucbes to the port. All these inconveniences would be 
removed by tlie operation of the Act which lie now asked the Council to pass. 

The motion was put and agreed to, 

Tha Bill was passed accordingly. 

CUOTA NAGPUR RURAL POLICE BILL. 

The Hon. Mr. Allen said that before proceeding with the motion which 
stood in his name, he wished to remove a misapprehension which occurred on 
the last occasion, which ])erhaps his remarks had given rise to. In speaking of 
the impossibility of appointing a Board for the assessment and collection of 
the chaukidori tax, he mentioned the incongruity of a Hindu tehsildar and a Kd 
manki sitting together. He had assumed a knowledge of Chota Nagpur on the 
part of members, which ajiparontly was absent, and his remark was therefore 
misunderstood ; and he took this opportunity of saying that the manki he referred 
to had nothing whatever to do with the wild animal which lived in the jungles. 
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t was the name used in everj’ Larka Kol village for the headman. It was 
le same word which was found in the Sonthal Pergunnahs, pronounced as mai\fiy 
rid which, in accordance with the phonetic laws that governed the interchange 
t words in these two languages, was changed from manji to manJei. He now 
loved that the Bill for the Regulation of the Rural Police in the Chota Nagpur 
)ivision, as settled in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bill w^as passed accordingly. 

CALCUTTA PORT' IMPROVEMENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

The Hon. Mk. Macaulay, in presenting the Report of the Select Cora- 
littee on the Bill to amend the Calcutta Port Imjirovoment Act, 1870, said 
lat hr proposed, with His Honour the Pi esident's jiermission, to reserve any 
uniirks which he had to make upon this Bill until the next meeting of the 
Ouncil, wlu'u he would projiose that the report bo taken into consideration, 
le terms of tlu' Bill be settled, and the Bill, as amended, be passed. 

Idle Council adjourned to Saturday, the 2nd Ajiril, 1887. 


Calci'tta, 

( 

Th' 2th// March, 1887. J 


OokiiON Lmn, 

0////. Asa/. &'//. to the Govt, of Bvnyaf 

Ley is lad VC Depart m eni. 
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The Council raet at the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 2nd April, 1887. 

Jrcsnit: 

The Hon. Sib Riveks Thompson, k.c.s.i , LieutenanU Governor of Bengai^ 

Fresideni, 

The Hon. G. C. Paul, c.i.e., Advocate^GeneraL 

Tlie Hon. C. P. L. Macaulay, c.i.e. 

The Hon. T. T. Allen. 

The IIoN. Sir Henry Harrison. 

The Hon. Sir Alfred Croft, k.c.i.e. 

Tlio Hon. Moulvie Ardul Jujujar. 

The Hon. G. Irving. 

The Hon. Aniindo Mohun Bose. 

Tlui Hon. Bauu Kai.ly Naj ii Mitter. 

The Hon. Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar, c.i.e. 

CALCUTTA PORT IMPROVEMENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 

The Hon. Mr. Macaulay, in movinj^ that the Report of the Select Committee 
on the Bill to amend the Calcutta Port improvement Act, 1870, be taken into 
consideration in order to the settlement of the clauses of the Bill, said:— He 
need only point out to the Council two main alterations which had been made 
in the Bill. In the first instance, the Committee liad thouf^ht that the system 
of election would be made more complete if some reciprocity was recognised in 
the arrangement which the Select Committee on the Municipal Bill proposed of 
allowing the Port Commissioners to elect a certain proportion of the Commis- 
sioners of the Town of Calcutta. Th(‘y thought that by allowing the Town Com- 
missioners to elect a member of the Port Commission, tliey would at once secure 
the counterpart of this arrangement, and provide for some representation of local 
interests on the Board. The next point was the consideration which was laid 
before them by members of the existing Port Trust, wlio represented that it 
would be extremely inconvenient if the Bill brought about at once a system of 
general election, and that continuity of experience in the Port Trust was a 
matter of such great importance that it would be desirable to allow the appoint- 
ments of existing members to run for the term for which they were originally 
made. The Committee proposed accordingly that, as vacancies fell in, they 
should be filled up by election by the bodies who informally were now repre- 
sented on the Board by such members. Ho moved that the clauses of the Bill 
bo considered for settlement in the form recommended by the Select Committee. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon. Mr. Anundo Mohun Bose moved that, in the last clause of 
section IV, the words not less than ” be inserted before the word “ two.” He 
said the proviso to this section enacted that when all the vacancies in the 
number of Commissioners appointed under Bengal Act V of 1870 had Iwii 
filleti under the first four clauses of section X, two of the Commissioners should 
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be natives of India residing in Calcutta or Howah. lie believed the object 
was to provide that at least tw^o of the Commissioners should be natives of 
India, and not to fix two as the statutory number of which the representation of 
native interests should consist. In fact, if the latter were the object, it would 
hardly be effected by the Bill as it stood ; and for this reason, that where there 
was a system of election more than two natives of India might come in by 
election. He might state that that was also the language in the Bombay Act, 
in which it w'as provided that not le.ss than three Commissioners should be 
natives of India. 

The Hon. Macavlay said he had no objection to the amendinont. 
It was intended that two sliould be recognised as the minimum number, and, 
perhaps, it would be better to adopt the Hem Member’s proposal. 

The motion was put to tlie vote and carri(‘d, and the section, as amended, 
was agreed to. 

The IbeN. Antndo Moiitn Bosi: moved that to ]>aragi-aph 4 of section V 
the following b(‘ added : — 

“ And oiu' shall bo oloctod by Buch body, bodies or firms re]>reBentiiig the native eoiiimer- 
cial eomnnuiity of ('uleutta as the Local (ioxernmont may, with the pr('vic>us Bjinction of the 
Govcnn r-Leiicrul lu (\)uncil, from lim(‘ to time direi't In the first tliroe ••UBes, the oleotion 
Bhali ]h< held.” 

He said Ik* trustcnl it would b(' possiide for the Counml to accept this 
amendment, whicdi he sulmiitti'd was a vi‘ry small and a V(Ty moderate one, 
and lie hoped it might Im' jXKssible l>y accepting it to mak(' a concession to the 
oxjiressioii of native* as veil as Anglo-Indian public ojiinion on tbe subject, and 
also to tin* just requirements of tbe case. Tbe uirn'iidment did not introduce 
any new pr.iposal All tiuit it suggested was that, the Bill Iiaving affirmed tbe 
princijile tliat there sliould lx* at least two native members on tin* Port Commis- 
sion, one of tbes(' nn inbeis sliould lie a direct and accredited rcjinisentative of 
the native commercial eommimity of Calcutta. He Ixdieved this would save the 
Goyeriiinent soiiu* responsibility, and tlie rather invidious task of selecting a 
native gtuitleinaii to rejirc'seiit native commereial inten'sts. Tbe Government 
acccpbal the jirinciple of there being two nativij members on tlie Port Commis- 
sion. It also accejited the prineijde of (dirtion as far as the Chambe^r of 
Commerce and tin* Trade.C Association and tbe Municipal Corporation were 
concerned. It laid dowti that iiistimd of the m(‘nib(TH of tliese bodies being 
selected in an informal way, as at jinisent, they should b(i allowed to say whom 
they wanted to have on tlie Port Trust to n^presi'iit tladr interests; and it was 
eminently desirable that the same com-ession should lx* made in favour of the 
native commercial community. It was pointed out in tbi; Uejiort of the Select 
Committee, in conneetion with the mt^morial received from the National 
Cliamber of Commerce, that it was a body wdiicli bad not existed long, and 
that its status was not sufiici(‘iitly knowm to justify this jiower being placed in 
its hands. He entirely appreciated that difficulty, but bo submitted that it 
might be met in the way be had indicated, in a way which was not of his own 
hut which he had taken from a Bill w'hich had been passed by this 
Council only last Saturday, namely, the Chittagong Port Commissioners^ Bill. 
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There also tliere wu8 a difficulty felt owin^ to the fact of no organization being in 
(jxistcrice which could send houk; elected rcj)rc,sentative to the Port Commission; 
arid therelore, in order to give (dfect tc th(‘ principle of representation, the 
(jouiKu'l adopted th(' ( xpediiaii wlii(*li he had followed in this amendment. That 
was a precedent towliicJi he [jjijiealed in favour of liis amendment, the language 
of which also was virtually takcai from si'ction V of that Act. And he might 
also j)oint out tliat in the ]\)rt of (^ilcutta, not only was a larire amount of 
revenue derived tiom tin* fori'ign trade, from the jetties and tjuays to which 
fttearners and shljis rc'sorted, but tolls to tlui (‘xtent of nearly Its. 4,00,000 
were (hirived annually Irom tin' inland vessels or boat wharves at which the 
inland trade was c.arried on. Thi^ exact figurtis in the last report were these. 
Th(‘ reveiiiK' deiiv(*d from the fonagn trad(‘ at tin* jetti(‘s, including “miscellane- 
ous,” was stated to be lls. while the tolls n^ceived at the inland 

wharves ironi boats was Its. d,ft‘b587. On these* g-rounds he hop(‘d the Council 
would a(*(‘(^pt this ann'ndnu'nt, Avhich did not limit 11 h' Government toanyjiarti- 
cular body, thougli it was to b(* ho)H*d that the r(‘ce]itly-constitut(*d liody would 
show signs ot vitality nnd jusliry the (iovi'rnnnmt in conferring the privilege of 
election upon it. Uut in any case, the GovernnH'nt would have no difficulty in 
finding i\ suitable (‘h^ctorate for tln^ ]»iir))os(‘, as indicated in his annmdment. 

4h(' Hon. I\[in Macaticav said tliat Ikj regretted lu' was unabk* to recom- 
mend to the Council the adojdion of this amendment. Tin* Hon. Miunber had 
rightly pointed out that his ann'iidnient bffiowed tin* ])rovision made in the 
Port Ih'ust Ibll for (Intlagong, but Mr. Macaula\' was wholly unabh; to follow 
liim in the* comparison which he souL-ht to ('sta'blish betw<‘en the course which 
the (Council adopt ( mI th(‘n and that whi(di tiny wen' asked to adopt now. 
Wlum h(' had tiu' lionoui' of Ia\ing th.at nu'asure Ix'fore tin; Council, In* (‘xplained 
that s('l(*ction by (iovernnu'nt or local bodi(;s or firms to exercise the elective 
franchisi* was the only practicabh* ('xpedieiit, but that it was a very clumsy ex- 
pedient. The d(‘,sire was to gi\«‘ the l ight of election to the representatives of 
the CoiniiK'n'e ot the Port. Jiut though tlu*re would no doubt some day be a 
Chand)er (d (k)mn'('rce at Chittagong, nt jireseiit there was none, and the only 
altemativi* to ab.andoning' tin* eh'ctivi* jirincijile altogether was the very awkward 
expedientot h'uving tin* (iovi'ninuuit to select c(‘rtaiu firms, and allowing them to 
exercise the franchise. Had tht‘rc Ix'i'ii a Chamber of Commerce at Chittagong, 
or any body to represent eommereial inten'sts, no mention would have been made 
of the s(*h'oti()n of tirms. Yet in a Bill which ri'lated to the Port of Calcutta, 
where then* was a long-estahlished Chamber of Coinmi'rce, where there was an 
iiicorporatc'd J rjid(*s Associatnm, and an eiilighieiied and jiowerful Munici- 
pality— in a Bill whicdi jirovided for a more elaborate system of election to the 
Port Trust than any other measure of the kind on the Indian Statute book— his 
lion, frii'iid proposed to introduce a provision from a measure which related 
to one of the smallest ports of India — a measure which owed its elementary 
character, so far as the provision for election was concerned, to the very 
circumstance tliat the port had not reached the point of commercial 
representation at all. For this reason, on the ground of form only, he would 
ask tJio Council to reject the amendment. 
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Hie hon. friend appeared rightly to recognise that the effect of tho 
amendment would be that the rip^ht of election would 1)0 ^iven to the National 
Chamber of Commerce. Clearly thal would be tho result, beeaiise the only other 
alternative would be one which it would be very difiicult for the Government 
to accept. As there was no other native commercial body than tho National 
Chamber of Commerce, if that body was not allowed tlie rip:h1 of election, 
then the Government would have a task to fulfil, wliich niip:ht bo easy onoug*h 
in Chittapronp:, wliere tliere were but five or six m(‘rcanti]<> firms, but which 
would be very difficult in Calcutta, It would have to select from the numerous 
native firms in this prreat city a sort of corps d\4ili\ who would liavo the ri^ht of 
election, to the exclusion of all others. This duty, ]ik(‘ all other unpleasant 
duties, would fall on the Govi'niimait, and he ajiprehcmh'd that if th(» Council 
laid this duty on the Government of Ben<,nd, it would be doiiip: an act which 
might not tend to promote friendly ftadiugs between tlu' Council and thoir 
incoming President. He thought it would liave heiai bi'tti'r if his lion, 
friend liad jiroposed in jilaiii words to give this right to the National Chamber 
of Commerce. In supjiort of his views, the lion. iMember had referred to 
ci'rtain figures, but l^Ir. Macaulay would remind him that thr (jU(‘stion was not 
whetlu’r native coramcrcinl mti'rests should Ik? n'cognised- -a point on wliich 
all were agreed — hut wln'tlaa* this particular body should b'‘ rccognis(*(l, by 
law, as the acc('}»tcd i’cj)i*csciitativ<‘ of thosi' inti'rcsis. Hn miglil mention that 
lie had had the honour tin* other day of receiving a dejuitutinn of four vc'ry 
intelligent gentlemen, imanber.^ of thisiu'w body — th(' Pn'sidiait, two members, 
and the Seen tarv — who made' a suggestion v<‘rv inueh llkt^ that enihodiedin tin* 
amendment. Jiut aft(‘r Mr, Macaulay had pointed out to them the difficulties 
in tho way, Ik* understood them to withdraw the suggestion, lie had then 
discuss(*d with them generally the* ((uestion wln'ther tin* napiest contained in 
their memorial, which was now la'idn* the Council, could be complied with, and he 
had ])oiiited out to tln'iii that the* Legislature would probably find great diffi- 
culty in giving legal status and recognition to a bod\ like tlK‘ii>, Avliich, tliough 
it bore many honourable naiiK‘s, Imd been very receaitly (‘sfaijlislied, and bad 
not yet had the ojiportimity of showdng by its working liow far it possessc^d 
the elements of stability, or how' far it wais n'ally accepted and a(;knowdedged 
by the native merc.hants as the guardian of tlieir int(*r(\sts and tho exjiorient 
of their views. He had recommended them, from himself, to work (juietly for 
a time, and by their woiking t(» justify tiicm liereafter in ajiproachiiig th(‘ 
Government with the ])ra}er that their elaiin to be represent'd on the I’ort 
Trust might be recognised by tlie Legislature. He uiuhirstood them to accept 
that advice. As he had jiointial out, it was not a (piestion of the la^jircHentation 
of native interests, because jirovision Imd been mad(* that two members of tlie 
Port Trust should be natives, and bis lion, frii'iid only jiruposed that 
one of these two should be elected in tho manner suggested. He could safely 
say that the Government would always endeavour toseh'ct as mui h as possible, 
under the Act, a genuine representative of native commercial interests. He 
mentioned this, not because he wished in any way to detract from the force 
of anything which had been said, but to show that the memorial of the 
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National Chamber of Commerce had been duly considered. On the merits of 
the amendment he hoped the Council would reject it. 

TliG IIoN. Baru Rally Nath Mitter said that, as one of the members 
of the Select Committ(M3, it would not be out of place if he said a few words on 
this subject. This representation of the National Chamber of Commerce 
was laid before the Committee, and they were unanimously of opinion that 
this body had not been in existence for such a lenpfth of time, and that its 
status was not such, as to justify the power of election being vested in it by 
law ; and it was only on that ground that the Committee, though it was 
anxious to give representation to this body, had come to the conclusion, after 
much deliberation, that they would not be justified in giving it that status by 
legislation. lie thought there was a good deal in wliat the Hon. Member 
in charge of the Bill had said with reference to th(! comparison which the hon. 
mover of the amendment had drawn between Calcutta and Chittagong. It seemed 
to him that it would be an awkward thing for Government to determine to what 
native firms in this ci^ the power of election should be given. On principle, he 
was entirely with the Hon. Member that the native commercial interest should be 
represented in the Calcutta Port Trust by election, and he hoped that when the 
time came for the Acts relating to the Port Trust to be consolidated, the claims 
of this body, if it then showed signs of vitality, would be reconsidered. 

The Hon. Mr. Anundo Mohun Bose said in reply that the effect of 
adopting the ameildment would not necessarily be, as the hon. member 
in charge of the Bill seemed to apprehend, the recognition of the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce. He was not speaking as the champion of 
that body. With regard to the alleged difficulty in the selection of native firms, 
he would draw the attention of the Coumn'l to an important letter from the 
British Indian Association, in which a scheme was sketched out, by which, 
without the Government committing itself in the slightest degree to the recog- 
nition of the newly- started National Chamber of (Commerce, the principle of 
giving direct representation to the native commercial community might be easily 
acted upon. The Association pointed out that all merchants who paid a certain 
amount to the municipality, by way of li(;ense to carry on their business, might 
bo recognized and constituted into an electoral body, and they might be asked 
to elect some mem])ers of the Port Commission. Therefore it was plain that 
if this amendment were accepted, the Government would not bo under the 
necessity of recognizing this new body, but would be abh^ to give effect to the 
principle of election, the importance of which he was glad to see admitted. 
Not only as regards the total amount received in the shape of tolls, but also 
as regards the net amount of revenue derived from inland trade, he found that 
it amounted to Ks. 1,47,000, as against Ks 2,96,000 from the foreign trade; and 
there also the proportion was maintained, showing that one-third of the income 
of the Port was derived from this source. It would be a matter of deep regret 
if an interest so large and important should be passed over without its represen- 
tatives getting the power of returning even one member to the Commission. 

The motion was put and negatived. 

The section, as it stood in the Bill, was agreed to. 
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The Hon. Sir Hknry Harrison moved that in section X, clause 8, for is 
caused the Chairman of the Commissioners of the Town of Calcutta 
ceasing to act,” read “ is caused by a Commissioner other than the Chairman 
of the Commissioners of tlie Town of Calcutta, who, at the time of his appoint- 
ment, was a Commissioner of the Town of Calcutta, ceasing to act,”. 

He said tliat the words which he proposed to alter clearly embodied 
a principle, and not merely a convenient expedient. Ho would first point 
out the principle embodied, and then contend that it was a wrong one, and that 
the object of his amendment was to suggest the right one. The Select 
Committee had given the right of electing one member to the Municijiality of 
Calcutta, and the words whicli lu^ objected to were that this right should be 
exercised when a vacancy occurred on the Jioard by the Chairman of the 
Commissif)nersof the Town of Calcutta ceasing to act ” as a member of tlie 
Port Trust. He submitted that that was clearly an indication of the view of 
the Legislature, that tlic vacancy tlius caused corresponded with the election to 
be made. The making tlieir election dependent U])on the vacancy caused by 
their Cdiairman ch‘aily suggested that the Port Commissioner to be cleeted 
should lie the .sii}i>titute for the Cliairmau. He thought it was tajually ehsar that 
that was a w]’ong principle for the Council to adopt. The work done by the 
Municipal Cliairinan as a Port Coniinissimier was radicallj^ and substantially 
different from tliat which the rejaesi'iitativo of the Town of Calcutta should do. 
The Chairman of the d'own Corjioration had from the outset been appointed a 
inemlier of tiie J^)rt Trust, and tiio Munieijial Act had always contemplated the 
probability of his b('ing so aj)p(>inted. The work of the Town Commissioners 
came into contact with that of th(‘ Port Commissioners all along the line, and 
the establishments of tlie one with tlie establishments of the other; and to avoid 
the friction which otlujrwisfi mii^ht (‘iisuc, it was desirable that the Chairman of 
the Munici])al t ’ominissioiu'i’rt .should Ix^ a member of the Port Trust, so that lie 
might ]>e consulted /c ru,uer<)^ instead of emburrassmciit being caused by cor- 
respondence. It was also clearly desirable that the Commissioner of Police 
should be on tlie Port 'Trust, as many })olice questions arose in which the Com- 
missioner of Tolice hud been able sjK’cially to arrange matters. The object of 
giving the election ol a member of the Port Trust to the Town of Calcutta was, 
iSir Henry Harrison submitted, substantially and fundamentally difforeiit. 
AVhat had just been stated by the lb»ii. Member in charge of the Bill in reply 
to the motion of the hon. member o])positu (Mr. Anundo Mohun Bose,) tliat the 
native commenaal interest would not be unrepresented, as the Municipal Com- 
missioners might elect a native merchant — 

[ The Hun. Mr. Macaulay observed that he had certainly no intention of 
saying that a mem U*r elected by the Municipal Corporation could bo regarded as 
representing native commercial interests, and he believed that ho had not said so.] 

The IIoN. Sir llENJiY Harrison continued — Obviously the interests whicli 
the member elected by the Municmal Commissioners on the Port Trust were 
those of the resident community of Calcutta. The action of the Port Commis- 
sioners frequently affected the value of property in the town. It had been 
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pointed out tliat the construction of tea warehouses and other ))uildings by the 
Port dh’ust affected the rents of houses in town and the tea sales in town, and 
lie liad little doulit that tlu' Calcutta Commissioners, if left to themselves, 
would select om; of the more. Jictive of their number who would give effect to the 
interests of the rcsidi^nts of Calcutta. That interest was a totally and funda- 
mentally different int(ir(;st from the interests Vrdiich the Chairman of the Cal- 
riutta Coriioration rcjn’cseutod. lie represented executive interests — the inter- 
est of well-working and th(i absence of* friction and collision between the two 
Dodies. Not only was he there to jircvent friction, but mistakes were commit- 
ted which lie was abh^ to set right. In (jiiestions of water-supply, and drainage 
in connection with tlui new docks, it would he doubly important in future that 
the municipal ex('(;utive should be repr(;sented on the Port Commission. What 
Sir Henry llarrison contended for was that the fpiestion whether tlie Chairman of 
the Municipal CommissionerH should be on the Jkirt Trust or not, was a question 
for the Governnuint to consider, bul tliat no attempt sliould be made to force the 
Commissioners into this dilemma — eitlna'the Chairman would not be on tlie Port 
Trust at all, or they must elect him. That, he submitted, would be the effect of 
the wording of the section as it stood. Hitherto tiny had others of their num- 
l)(?r on the Commission, and recently they had four, all nominated by 
th(^ Government. What he, therefore, submitted wasthnt this right of electing a 
member on the Port Trust should be mad(^ a real boon to the Town of Calcutta, 
and that they should und^Tstand that they were invited to elect a member 
who slumld represent them — not tlu^ executives working of tlu' municij)ality, 
but the intiTusts of the rate-])ay(‘rs. Clonscijuently he only wished to embody 
in this section the right j)rinci])le instead of a wrong princi])le. It should be open 
to them to elect their Chairman if tiiey pleased, and similarly it would be open to 
the Governuient not to nominate th(‘ Chairman of the Municiptil Corporation. 
As the law sto >d, it the Commis.sioners did not elect the Chairman, the Govern- 
ment could nominates him ; but the Legislature should give in the law a right 
and not a wrong indication. The right indication would be that the 
election by the l^Iunic.ijml Commissioners should not be the election of the 
gentlemaii whom tlu' Government had selected to preside over the executive 
working of the Municipality, but of one of their Ijody wdio sliould represent the 
interests of the residents of the town, and it would still be left open to the 
Government to determine whelher, all things considered, the Cluiirman of the 
Calcutta Corporation should or should not also he a member of the Port T rust. 

The Hon. Baud Rally Nath Mittek said he was very glad to support 
this amendment, wliich he thought would make it clear that the Municipal Coin- 
inissioners should elec^t some one of their own body to represent them on the 
Port Commission. If the intention was that such member should be their 
chairman, then it would he no boon, because hitherto the Government had 
alwuys appointed the Cluiirman to be a member of the Port Trust. This 
matter w^as discussed in Committee, and the possibility of the Municipal Com- 
missioners electing a native gentleman to represent them was taken into consi- 
deration, and it was pointed out that, if that was done, the Government would 
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only be able to appoint another native f];entleman on the Port Trust. Tliere- 
forc, as far as the principle was concerned, he believed the Coininitteo was of 
opinion that the Commissioners sliould not be hampered in tiieir election. The 
effect of this section, as had been pointed out by the hon. mover of the 
amendment, would be that the Municipal Commissioners would be hamporod 
in their choice, because, unless they elected their Chairman, there wtmld be the 
difficulty that the executive interests of the Municijiality would not be repre- 
sented, and then' would be tlu' risk of a considerable amount of friction 
between the Municipal Commissioiu'rs and the Port Commissioners. 

The Hon. Dr. Mauenoua Lal Sircar thought the hon. mover of the 
amendment had vt'.ry well show'ii the distinction between the interests represi'ii- 
ted by the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation and the Municipality. The 
Chairman represented (juite aiffereiit inti'rests from those which were repre- 
sented by the Commissioners, and tlierofore he thought the Chairman should, 
if possible, be an cx-officio member of the Port Commission. Under th(^ Bill 
it would be left to the Government to appoint the C'liairman of tlu' Municipal 
Commissioners or not as they considered tit, ])ut tin? Mumcij)al Commissioners 
should be left free to elect any other person than their Chainuan. On tlu'se 
grounds ho suj)ported the amendnu'nt. 

The Hon. Mr. [Macai lay said that he desin'd, first, to eorro(*l a misappn?- 
hension into whicli hi^ hon. friend, Sir Henry Harrison, had fallen with 
niference to the reiiiaiks ho had made in answei’ to the hon. mover of 
the last amendment, lie had no inti'iition of referrini,^ to the representation 
of the Corporation. He had ])ointed oat that two native? members would, 
in any case, ])e on the Board. His hon. friend wusIhhI that one nutivcj 
member should Ih' elected by tlie National Chamber of Commerce, and 
Mr. Macaulay had said that the Government -would be always aiixious to see 
that native commercial interc'sts were represemted in the Port Trust, but that the 
(|ucsti()n her(' was not whether those interests should bo represented, but 
whether their rejjresentative should be chos(?n by the National Chamber of 
Commerce, which had yi t to j>rove itsi'lf the real reproscaitative of the native 
commercial community, or be chostai ])y the Government. 

With reference to the umendment before the Council, ho wished to point 
out that section X was not intended to involvt' any princijde. It was worded 
merely for the sake of convenience, in order to j)rovide for the initiation 
of the elective principle in the Port Trust; and the Committee had found 
some dilhculty in framing it, because, as they had three different bodies 
who would elect, they found it difficult to arrange how they were to take up 
their right of election as vacancies in the present Board fell in. They decided 
that the best way would be to allow the Chamber of Commerce to elect a 
successor when any Port Commissioner, who now haj opened to be a member 
of that body vacated office ; when it happened to be the gentleman who 
represented the interests of trade, the Trades’ Association should take up 
the right of election, and they had taken the opportunity of providing 
for the Corporation exercising this right when the vacancy was caused by its 
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ChairmaTi vacatin^^ his d/Tico as Port Commissioner. But lio would point out that 
it would he a daiifrerous thing, and would most seriously lianiper the action of 
the bovc^riinieiit, if tlie Council adopted the principle which his hon. friend 
said the {imeiidnient contained. It would be a dangerous thing first to 
limit the number of nominations, which the GovxTnmeiit should have, to six, 
and then U) insist that one of these sliould be given to the Chairman 
of th(; Corporation of the 'i'own. [Sir Henry Harrison — “ 1 never said that’\] 
liut, that would b(; the result, if the Council adojited the amendment, under the 
(!X])lanaflon whicli liis hon. friend liad given. He maintained that, if the Council 
adojued the amendment as avowedly containing tlie princijde which his hon. 
fri(!nd wished to assert, the Government would practically be bound to give 
one of 1})<“ six nominations to the Chairman (d the Cor})oration. He thought 
it very likely tlie (bivernnKUit would, when it could conveniently do so, 
nominate. IJk' Chairman, but thcire were conceivable circumstances when it 
might find it ( xti’omely inconvenient to follow that course. And if, when the 
vacaiury oc.currcul by th(‘ retirement of a Port Commissioner, who was a 
memlx'r of the Corpoiation, that body thought proper to elect their Chair- 
nmn, tluMi tiny would be substantially reprc'sented, and both interests would 
b(! subserv(‘(l. 

I'lie I Ion, Sin IIknrv Harrison in reply said, that the TIon. Member 
in charge of the Hill had ]»ut the matter very fairly on jirinciple ; he 
fully conc.ediMl tliat tli(^ principle indicated by the amendment was the right one, 
but denied that the Hill indi(;ated the opjiosite. ddiis was a simple question, 
and the issues Avere ch*aily" before the Council. As regards what the 
lion. iiK'Hibir had said in reply to the hon, member o])])osite (Mr. Anundo 
Molum H()S('), the iiiijiortaiKje did not arise from the fact of its having beim 
said, but from the argument itself. 'J1ie argument was naturally a good one, 
that tlu^ nuanlx'i' e1e(‘t('(l by the Municij)al Corporation would, to some extent, 
repn'sent aative interests if they were unhampered in their choice. Sir Henry 
Harrison only ccmtondcid that tiie (]uostion of the Chairman of the Corporation 
being on the Port Trust was substantially an (ixecutive qut‘stion. Was it or was 
it not conveiiic'iit ami conducive to tlu? well-working of the Municipality that 
the Chairman of tlu^ Cor])oration should be on the Port Trust in order to avoid 
fricti(»n b(‘twe(‘n the two bodies? That was a qiu'stion which the Gov(;rnment 
should decide, but the Commissioners would have a real Ixxm given to them if 
tiny were expected to elect some one of their oAvn body to represent the 
interests of tlie town. 

d1ie II ON. I in: I’i:i:sii)i:n' 1 ’ said that it should bo noted that the last clause 
of sc'ction X ])rovid(‘d that, thereafter all vacancies caused by elective 
Commissioners ceasing to act should be filled up by election by the respective 
eh‘ctivu bodies, and all vacaincies caused by nominee Commissioners should 
be filled by appoiiitun'nt by the Government ; so that really the question at 
issue Avas as regarded one individual, and though it might have been brought 
foreibly to the attention of »Sir Henry Harrison that he Avas going away on 
leave, and that the provisions of section X might affect his place on the Port 
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Cornniission, His Honour thought tho principle was a right one. It was quite 
possible that tl)o OoTemment might wish to have the Chairman of tho Muni- 
cipality as a member of the Port Commission, but that was a question which 
should be left entirely to its own judgment and discretion. In tho ease before 
them of the Hon. Member going away, according to him tho Chairman of the 
Corporation should be appointed by the Government ex-opdo as one of its 
number, but on tlie resignation of one other member of tho Corporation on the 
Trust, like the Hon. Mr. Poynolds, creating anotlier vacancy, tho rigiit of the 
Municij)ality to elect a member in bis place would place the Government in a 
difficulty. It was always in the j)Ower of the Municipal Commissioners to 
appoint their own representative, and if to that was added the appointment, 
ex-offido^ of the Chairman to the Corporation, it wamld reduce the number to be 
nominated by the Government to the Port Trust. The provisions of sec- 
tion X were purely for a temporary purpose, and provided only for tlie first 
elections. Under these circiim.stances, His Honour would vote against tho amend- 
ment. He noticed that the native members of the Council who bad spoken 
on both sides of the House, and who were in Committee', hud deserted the Hon. 
Member in charge of tlie Pill. IP* did not know wbetluT tliis question was 
raised fir discus.sed there, but eertaiidy no objef'tion was taken by them to the 
})artieular (|ucsti<m w’hicb was ihjw raised. 

The question having been put to the vote, the Council divided: — 

Ar/cs o. i AWs 0. 

Tlie Hon. Hr. Miiliendra Lai Sircar. The Hon. Mr. Irving. 

,, Palm Kally Natli flitter. ,, Moulvio Abdul Jubbar. 

,, Mr. Anundo I^Iohuu Pose. ,, Sir Alfred Croft. 

,, Sir Ueury Harrison. | ,, Mr Allen. 

,, Tile Advocate-General. ; ,, i^Ir. Maeaulay. 

,, The Pn'sidont. 

So the motion was lost. 

'i lie section, as it stood in tb(' Pill, was agrcf'd to. 

I'be JIoN. Mk. Ani ndo Moiitn Posi: moved that in section XI the words 
“elected or ajipointed’’ be inserted before the words “ under this Act.” He 
explained that us the section stood, all vacancies in the number of the Com- 
missioners, whether ajipointed under Pfuigal >\ct V of 1870, or under this Act, 
should be filled by election or appointment, a.s the case ini^btbe, wdtbin one 
month, and it seemed obviously necessary that tlic language of the section 
should be altered. Under Act V of 1870 the Commissioners were only 
appointed. Under this Pill the Commissioners would be cither appointed or 
elected. The object of the amendment was to state tliat whenever there was a 
vacancy amongst the Connnibsioners, wbetlier elected or appointed under this 
Act, and not simply in the cuse of appointed members, the vacancy should be 
filled by election or appointment, as the case might be. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried, and the section, as amended, 
was agreed to. 

The Hon. Mr. Anundo Mohun Bosr: moved tliat to section XIII of the Pill 
the following words be added:— In section XV, before the words ‘‘some other 
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poFRon” rIi J ill bo inserted the words or cause to be elected, as the case may be.” 
This amendment, he said, was rendered necessary by the alteration in the con- 
stitution of tlie Port 'J rust. Section XV of Act X of 1870 provided that, in the 
case of the temporary a}>sence of any Commissioner, it should be lawful for 
tlie Lieutenant-Governor to a])j)oint srune other person to act for him until 
lie should return to (/ulcutta, or until he ceased to be a member. Under that 
Act, all the members of tlie Trust beinj^^ appointed by the Government, when- 
ever there was a tem[)orary absence, the law neces.sarily laid down that the 
Lieutenant-Governor should appoint sonn* other person to act for the Commis- 
sioner HO absent. 1 hit after the jiavssin^'’ of this Ihll, when an elected Commissioner 
was tiuiiporarily absent and the Lieutenant-tiovernor thouf^lit it ri;:,dit to fill up 
the place until the return of the absent iiKunber, or until he ceased to act, Mr. 
Anundo Mohun Hose submitted that the (uily nh^ht and proper course would be 
to call upon the body which el(K‘ted such Commissioner to apjioint another jierson 
in his stead. Hut if this section was passed unaltered, the efl’eiT would be 
virtually to transfer that seat from the body which roturn(?d the absent 
member to the Lhuitenant-Governor. Ho did not think that would be carrying 
out the obj(H*t of th(^ Hill, and tlnu’o was no reason why tlie absence of a member 
should entail the juiiiishuH'nt on the returning body of bein<^ temporarily 
disfranchised. Sc'ction XV of Act V of LS70 did not relate to the case of 
a va(5ancy, but only to the case when a nuunber continued on the Hoard but was 
absent for a short jieriod, and tluirefore section XII of the Hill which had been 
pointed out would not nu*<*t tin* case. Cnder tlu^ amendment which he pro- 
jiosed, the Li(!ut(aian1-( lovi'rnor mi^dit appoint where the absent member was a 
nominated Commis.sioiier, but w'hen* an eh'cted ( oniniLs.^'ioner was so absent, 
another member inij^ht be appointi'd by the body which (‘lectc'd the absent 
member, lie submitit'd tliat tlnit was a iu‘cessary amenduuMit wliich ought to 
be madi', and tlu' ellVct of a member being temporarily absent, who was an 
(det!ted memb('r, ought not to bt‘ to transfer the seat for the time being from the 
body which elected him to the Government. 

Tlie Hon. Mio Macaulay said he would first take objection to the form 
of the ainendnient. lln^ introduetion of lliesi' words or cause to he elected, 
as the case imiy he,” would alTord no indication with regard to the manner 
in which the election was to be made, or by v\ iuun it was to bo made. Hut 
as regards the nuTits of the amendment, this (piostion was fully considered by 
the Select Committee, who were of opinion that it was desirable, in the case 
of these temporary vacancies, not to have na*ours(^ to election, and require 
these bodies to go through a series of forms, but to leave the ajipointment in 
such cases to bo made by tin' Government. He thought the balance of cou- 
viuvience was in favour of that coui’se, and there was no question of the 
elective principle involved. 

The motion was [Hit and negatived. 

4'he section, as it stood in the Bill, was agreed to. 

The IIoN. Sir Alfri:!) (Tioit asked the permission of the President to 
move a trifling verbal amendment, namely, to substitute the phrases “ elected 
Commissioners” for “ elective Commissioners,” and ‘‘ nominated Commissioners” 
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for nominee Commissioners,” in section IV and in any other sections of the 
Bill in which those phrases occurred. In trying to find out the meaning of 
the ])hrase “ elective CommisHioner,” lie had considered other connexions in 
which the word “ elective” was ordinarily used. It was used, for examnlc, in 
the phrase elective princi])le,” which meant the ])nnci])h^ that rehitea to, or 
concerned, or governed (‘lection. It was used again in the phrase “ elective 
body,” that is to say, a body in wlioni was vested the right of election. But lit* 
must conb'ss that the phrase, as it stood in the Bill, could not be said to bo used in 
either of tnose senses. An “ (‘lectivc' Commissioner ” was not a Commissioner 
who was concerned with an election, nor was he a Commi.ssioiu'r who poHsessod 
the right of election. T\w jihrase merely meant an “ ehicted Commissioner” ; and 
he therefore moved that the word elect(‘d” be substituted for “ eh‘ctive.” 8o 
with regard to the})hraso “ noiniiKH^ Commissioiun'.” A “nominee” was a nomi- 
nated ]>crson; the diffenaice Ir^twcam “ nomiru'c ” and “ nomin ated ” being just 
the diii'erence heUveen the substantive and th(‘ adjective*, Th(5 jilirase seenu'd to 
savour of 'reutonic complexity, if not of an Americanism, lie* tlu^rc'forc* moved 
that in plac-c of the word “ nominee” the word “nominated ” la* substituttal. 

Hie IloN. Sir IIrnry Harrison said lu* had suflered much during the last 
f(*w days from some of his friends who laid als(» taken exception to the use of 
tliese plirases in tlui Ibll, and who expr(*ss(Ml their surjirise that ho c.ould (‘.onsent 
to th(‘ passing of a lUll in which th(‘se phrases occurn^d. But being very difh* 
dent he did not venturi' to put any notice of motion in his own name lor the 
correction of these jilirases. Now, however, that ho had found a sturdier spirit 
come forward, lu^ w’lis glad to support tin* motion. 

Th(' IIoN. Mr. MACAriAY said the (’ouncil would no doubt expiad from 
liim some cx])lanation of his conduct. He lanild only .say that he had to ph'iul 
other authority, inferior no doubt to tin* authority of his bon friend the 
mover of the ami'udnu'nt, but still respi'vtabh^ authority. Thii 'wmrds wen*, 
taken from tlu^ l^omliay and ^ladras Acts. Hie Bombay Act, he believed, was 
in part tlie w'ork of a disiinguistied niemher of tln^ Bombay (h'vil Service, 
Mr. Max Midville, and had as widl the autliority of Mr. Raymond West and others; 
and Mr. Macaulay, though lie had not hiin.self liked the plirases, had felt 
diffidence in departing from their example. But, as he recognized his hon. friend 
as the very highest authority on que.stions of pliraseology, he hoped the Council 
would accept the amendment. 

The motion was put to tin* voti* and carried, and the seetions, as amended, 
were agreed to. 

Tlic Hon. Mr. Macaulay applied to the President to suspend the Rules for 
the conduct of business to enable him to move that the Bill be passed. 

The Hon. the Presiueiit having declared the rules susjiended, the Hon. 
Mr. Macaulay moved that the liill, as settled in Council, be jiassed. 

The motion w^as put and agreed to. 

The Bill was passed accordingly. 

CALCUTTA municipal CONSOLIDATION BILL. 

The Hon. Sir Henry Harrison presented the Report of the Select Com- 

miffoo nil flm Ttill nniianliiltif o fin^l 'immirl +tift InTir rr +1 iq TLf i 
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affairB of the Town and Suburbs of Calcutta, and in doingr so said : — The Selec 
Committee was called upon to make this Report on the lOtli of January last, bu 
he had to express re^ot on behalf of the Select Committee tliat they had found i 
alto^mther impratitic.able to do so. The amendments which had been suggestec 
to the Committee had b(*en very nurner-ms indeed, and it had, therefore, takei 
a very long tiim^ to give thorn that consideration whi(;h tlioy deserved. Thej 
had therefore only beem aide* now to ])rosent the Report The Bill had been 8< 
mat(!nally alton d tlmt they recommended to the Council that its consideratioi 
should be posipom'd to the next Session, in order that the public might hav 
the opportunity of considering the numerous alterations which had been mad 
in it. 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE COUNCIL, 

His IIonoui? the Phestdent said, the presentation of this Report on a Bi! 
which lias occupied my interest and attention during the last two years give 
mo the op[)ortunity of saying a few words, which will be the last which I shal 
bo able to speak from this Chair. I do not think any one can impute to th 
Bengal Council that it has indulged in anything ajiproaching to over-legislation 
1 tiiink we have during the past live years jiassed several important am 
useful nieasim^s, but the speemd character wliiidi will attach to the legislatioi 
accepted by this Council during the past Liimteiiant-Governorship will b 
tliat connected with the reform of municipal administration throughout tlies 
Provinces. Wo jjassed an Act in 1S84, which is already effecting a great deal c 
good in municijialities established throughout the inofussil. We passed 
Local Self-Govermmmt Act in 188.^, which has been applied to speciall' 
selected districts, and has shown, as far as wo can judge at present, very fai 
results ; and which is now being more widely extended to other less advancei 
but more numerous districts, where there is every hope that the introduction of 
system of local administratiem, though novel to the country, will still socur 
the co-operation of the natives of Bengal in the conduct of their own loca 
affairs, ensuring thereby great relief to the Government and the political educa 
tion of the })eo[)le of tfie country. 1 need not detain you by longer remark 
upon this point, except to say that, though 1 naturally regret that it has no 
fallen to my lot to see to its linal conclusion the important Bill upon whicl 
the Select Committee have now reported for the amendment of the Calcutt 
Municipal Act, I have the satisfaction of knowing that it will be in the hand 
of a successor who will devote to it tin* keene.st interest, and that the delay whicl 
arises from its unavoidable postponement to another Session will enable tb 
fullest consideration to be given to the provision of a Bill which affects man; 
interests. 

And now, gentlemen, allow me to thank you, and through you those wh 
have preceded you as members, for the assistance and advice you have alway 
been willing to render, and the labour you have devoted to the work of thi 
Council. I do not think that in any of our discussions in this Council it cai 
be said that very heated language has ever prevailed ; on the contrary, w 
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have enjoyed that serene calm in our deliberations and proceedings which 
is best suited to the elevated atmosphere in which our Council sits. It 
has been my endeavour, by the introduction into this Council of different 
sections of native representatives, of Hindu and Mahomodan gentlonion, and 
of those who can be the exponents of different interests in Bengal, to give 
wider intelligence and value to the cliaracter of our discussions, and I have reason 
to believe that very good results have followed in consequence. With the last 
opportunity I shall have of presiding amongst you, accejff from me, g(‘ntlemon, 
my heartiest appreciation of your services, and my regret for the commission 
of any mistakes wliicli I may have made. It haj)pens tliat coincident with my 
own retirement is that of a very old servant of this Council, who is also about 
to leave his post and take his pension. I refer to Mr. Kirkpatrick, the Regis- 
trar of the Legislative Department, whom I have known, during all tlie years 
that I have had any connection with this ('ouncil, as one of its most valued 
and useful officers. I am glad to know that, in reigning his Begi^t^lrship, he 
will be able to retain his position as the official rejiorter of your ])i-oceedings, 
and I am sure I may wish him in your name many more years of life and 
success in the discliarge of his duties. Now, gentlemen, 1 bid you all farewell. 

The Council adjourned snie die. 


Calc'utta, i 
The IGM April, 1887. J 


(JOKDOX LkITH, 

(//y. Assi. Sect/, to the Govt of Bengal, 

Legislative Dept. 
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Ahtract of the Proceedings of the Council of the LicutenanUGovcmor^of Bengal, 
assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations under the provisions of 
the Act of Parliament 24 and 25 Vic,, Cap, 67. 


The Council met at the Council Chamber on Saturday, tho 3rd December, 1887. 

JJrcsent : 

Tho IIoN. Sir Steu^rt Colvin Bayley, k.c.s.i., c.i.e., Lieutenant- 
Governor of presiding. 

The Hon. G. C. Paul, c.i.l., Advocato-Geiicral of Bengal. 

The Hon. II. J. Keynold.s, c.s.i. 

The IIoN. C. P. L. Macaulay, c.i.e. 

The Hon. T. T. Allen. 

Hon. Sru Hunky Harkison. 

. The Hon. Sir Alfred Croft, k.o.i.e. 

The lIoN. Moulvie Abdul Jubbau. 

The Hon. G. Ikving. 

The Hon. Anundo Mohun Bose. 

The Hon. Babu Kali Nath Mitter. 

The Hon. Dr. Maiiendra Lal Sircar, c.i.e. 

Sl’ATEMENT OF THE COUPSE OF LEGlSLATIOxN. 

Tite Hon. the Pre8Idi:nt said — Gentleinon, it lias beeu usual, I believe, 
for tho Lieutenant-Governor at tlie beginning of eacli Session to lay 
before the Council a statement of tho course of legislation likely to occupy 
their attention during tho coming Session. On this occasion the list is not a 
long one, but I cannot on that account jironilse you that your labours will be 
light or of an unimportant character. The main item in tlic programme, the 
Bill concerning the Municipality of Calcutta and tlic Suburbs, is one which 
must under any circumstances take up a large measure of your time and occupy 
a groat deal of your anxious care and attention. Tlio Select Committee, as 
you are aware, sent in their report on this Bill at tho end of the last Session, 
and I was in hopes that we sliould be able to set to work upon tho Bill in 
Council at the beginning of this Session. But the Bill, as was natural from its 
character, excited a great deal of interest, and from various quarters we liave 
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received reports and sug^^estions, and wo have still to expect more of them. 
In the first place the (/overnnient of India have sent us a letter containing a 
score or so of suggestions, most of tliem on small matters, but one or two on 
important matters of principle; and to these are added a series of minor 
proposals connected with the drafting of tlie Bill. We have received a report 
from the Port Commissioners. Again I understand that the Trades’ Association 
have also sent in a n'port which I have not yet seen, but which I am told 
objects strongly on some points to the principle of the Bill as at present 
adopted. Similarly, the European Defence Association have sent in a report 
in which they also take exception on some ])oints to the constitution of the 
Corj)oration as proposed in the. Bill. I am also informed that wo are to expect 
wn'thin a very bri('f time n'ports from various important bodies, especially 
from the British Indian Association, from the Calcutta Municij)ality itself, 
from the Chamber of Commerce*, from the Health Society, and jmssibly from 
oth(‘r ])eo])lo. And finally Sir Henry Harrison informs me that in what 
may be called the a(lj(‘ctivo jiart of the Bill, tliat jiart which deals not with 
the constitution of th(5 Corporation, Imt W'ith tlie machinery and procedure b>r 
working the Act after the Corporation is constituted, in that jKirt of the Bill bo 
himself has a great number of small suggestions to make for amending the 
working of the law'. Well, g('ntlcmen, no one who has read tin; report of tlio 
S('leet Committee of last year can doubt that they devoted wuth all possible 
diligence their utmost care and att(‘ntion to making the Bill a success. At the 
same time I think the members of that Committee themselves wall agree w’ith 
mo in thinking that all these detailed suggestions that I have mentioned 
w’ill best bo considen'd in Committee, discussing them across the table in 
the first instance, ratlu'r than under the formal rules of debate wdiich 
govern us in this Council. I have s])oken to my hon. friend Sir Henry 
Harrison w’ho (piite agrees wdth my suggestion, and thei^efore it is that you will 
find u])on to-dn} \s motion jiapcr his ju’oposal to ask that the Bill be referred to 
the Select Committee of last year. It is not pro])osed to add a rider giving 
instructions as to the date wuthin which the Committee is to report, but I may 
express my own hope that the Committee will be able to complete their work 
W’ith in six w(‘eks, or at tlui very utmost two months, so as to give this Council 
time to discuss fully and to jiass this Bill before the Session is over. The 
Session of course may go ou for a long time, but still it is a great object not to 
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keep a question of this kind open lon^^T than is necessary, and I shall do my 
utmost with your assistance to «ret it jiassed tlirou^li the Council before wo 
separate altogether. So much for the Municipal Bill. 

I "N^ish I could tell joutliat my ju'ojects lor Iegi^latio^ ended here, but there 
is one small ])oiiit which it is my duty to bring bofon' you to-day. I have 
received Irom the Ooveninu'nt of India a Ic'tter rcqiu'.^ting nu' to lay before the 
Council a ])roposal for the amendnu'nt ol tlu' Bengal Municipal Law in one parti- 
cular point. That Act, as you are aware, lays it down that tlie limits of munici- 
palities may not be varied, excej)! upon the initiative of the municij)ality itself. 
Well, gentlemen, tlic Government of India are anxious lliat I sliould ask you to 
amend the law on tliis point so as to liring it into line witli tlit' municipal laws 
in Northern India and elscovlu'rc, so far as they ('inpowi'r the Local (Jovern- 
ment to withdraw from a municipality hinds or ))remi.-es in tlu' occu])ation of 
Government for State pur})oses'. The (jucstion, if 1 undt'rstand rightly, is not 
one juainarily or at all events wholly of taxation ; l\.r we have alri'udy in Act 
XI of ls>sl power sulUcieiit to enable the (Jovernment to clc'al witli taxation 
whenever tiny think that taxation is improperly imposed upon them. But 
the recommendation a]»})i\ars to be one based upon general considerations. 
The question, 1 may mention, came before the Government of India in 
two instances— one in which a resi'cvial Ibri'st— a sort of ]>ro[)crty which 
you would not ordinarily exjiect to find includiul within a niunicij)aliiy, is 
included within the niunieiptility of Darji'cling ; and the otlu'r was in refer- 
ence to th(! Icha])ore gun foundry and the magazine (connected with it. 
ddie question there was jirimarily one of the right of the munici])ality to 
enter tlic ])r('nu.ses and insjiect the drainagm Tluj Govi'rnment of India 
very properly instriietc'd tlieii oflicers in charge of the factory that lie was 
to act according to law, and to give tlie inunicijiality the facilitiies wliicJi tho 
law ri'quired to enter the jireinises. But when they conn' to look into the 
matter further, it seems to have occurred to them, both in this instance and 
in tho case of Darjeeling, that tlie Government ought to have the power to 
withdraw its own premises under special circumstances from the control of a 
munici{)alit3" in such matters. In both of these cases the Goveruinent of 
Bengal expressed their unwillingness to disturb tho ])rin(nple which had 
recently been accepted by the Legislature, though in both cases they admitted 
that under the circumstancea it would have been well that the premises in 
question had never been included within tho municipality. The Govemmont 
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of India, however, coriHidered that the principle itself was a mistaken one, 
and they have accordingly desired mo to bring before you a proposal to amend 
the law. We arc liot yet prepared with this Hill, and therefore the question 
is not rii)e for discussion, ^ut when niy hon. friend Mr. Macaulay asks you for 
leave to introduce a bill, the whole matter will ]>e fully gone into. At present 
I merely mention it because it is right 1 should inform you that your attention 
is likely to be drawn to the subject during the present Session. 

CALCUTTA AND SUBUUHAN MUNICIPALITIES 
AMALGAMATION lilLL. 

The IIon. Sir Henry Harrison moved that the “ Ibll to amend and 
consolidate the law nTiting to the municijial affairs of the town and suburbs of 
Calcutia” be again refernKl to a Select Committee. In doing so ho said that 
perhaps he might take the ojjportunity of adding a few remarks to what the 
Hon. tin; Presidmit had already said as regiirds the position of this Ibll. 
The Hill had now lieen before the Council for two Sessions, l)ut there was consi- 
derable din'cr(!nce as regards what His Honour had described as the substantive 
and the adjectiv(i portions of it. The suljstantive portion of tln^ Ibll had been 
placed before tlu' Council two 3 "ears ago, and had now been for two seasons 
before the j)ublic; but tbe adjective jiortion of it, which it was obvious 
required the utmost care and attention in matters of detail, was not .put 
into shape until the Select Committee submitted its report last year, and 
therefore that jjortioii of the Hill had really lu'en before tlui ])iil)lic in a 
shape in which they could consider and discuss it for this past season oidy ; and 
it was jicrfectly correct to sa}’, niiicli as the Committee took pains to settle it 
last year, that it still remaiiUHl in a form which he thought was susccjitiblc of 
improvement both ]>y re-arrangomont and by aimuidment in many matters of 
detail. As regards that j)ortion of the Jbll, therefore, it seemed veiy^ desirable 
tliat it sliould again have the attention of the Select Committee, who of course 
would consider it with reference to all the remarks and recommendations which 
several public biMies had been so good as to send in or were going to send 
in to tho Council. At the same time, whilst that portion of the Hill specially 
required care and attention, it was naturally not the portion which attracted 
tho greatest amount of attention and criticism. It was the substantive 
portion of tho Hill which prescribed the jiroposed constitution of the now 
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municipality in which public bodies took most interest, althoup:h some of 
them undoubtedly, especially the Health Society, paid very considerable atten- 
tion to matters of detail. As regards that portion of the Bill, it was a material 
question for the consideration of the Committee whetl^f^r they would think it 
right or not to reconsider in any way the constitution of the Corporation which 
they adopted last season with reference to the criticisms and recommenda- 
tions which had been received. The matter was one of extreme difficulty, 
because it was evident, from the re])orts which had come in, that tlio 
Committee would receive suggestions materially to modify the proposed 
constitution of the Corporation. What chiefly struck him in reading over these 
suggestions, and the Council would excuse him if he troubled them with a few 
words on this ])oint, was not tliat the critics did not clearly see the defects, but 
that they did not clearly see the difficulty of applying the remedies, or the 
precis(! nature of the remedies to be applied. As he had on many occasions 
stated, the greatest defect in the present constitution of the inunici})ality wuis 
the inipus.sihility of securing the co-operation of the comimTcial element in Cal- 
cutta, (‘S])ccially of experienced men of busiiu'ss at the head of large mercantile 
firms. It was no s(‘er(g tliat every Lieutcauint-tbwernor had tried to obtain the 
co-operation of some of the kaiding members of the mercantile community, 
and it was ('(jually no secret that they had alim^st invariably replied that 
they had not tlie time to s])are. The difficulty was not solely that they 
were afraid of laiiig oatiiumb(‘rcd. Tlui real difliculty was lliat, whereas 
native' ge ntlemen V lio .s(‘rv(‘ on tlie Corporation could de‘ve)te a large amount 
of their le'i.sure' to familial i.>ing themselves vvith the de'lails- of municipal 
work, effivionsly the heading men amongst the more*antilo eommunity liael not 
tlu' same leisure at their disposal, aiiel it was diffie'ultto get mem without h'.isure 
to partiei]»ate in woik with men who had leisure. He be'lieved the; system of 
work which had gradually developed itself in the municijiality was eminemtly 
advantageous and reasonable. Of course tlic gre^ate.st part of the work must 
be done by the executive oflieers, hut that portion which the members of the 
Corporation w'ere able to look into wuis chiefly done by Committees. Committ(;e8 
had no final power of their own, and were entirely subordinate to tlio Com- 
missioners in im eting. The result wuis that the whole work of the Cor])ora- 
tion was done by tlu'se Ccjinmittees ; but any single member of the Corporation, 
and the Chairman especially, wdio often availed himself of the power, could 
virtually appeal from the decision of a Committee, if he chose, to the great 
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body of the Commissioners. Therefore the Corporation, as a whole, had practi* 
cally fallen into the position of a court of appeal on every great question of 
interest. In 19 out of 20 carfes the decisions of Committees on minor questions 
were passed without discussion on the assumption that the work was done well ; 
it was only the twentieth case tliat was fought out over again. It might appear, 
therefore, at first sight, as if a man without leisure might participate in this work 
of an appellate tribunal, where of course he would have tlie opportunity of 
practically directing the whole policy of the municipality in that way. Here 
again, however, a fresh difficulty arose. When large questions of principle came 
up for final discussion in general meeting, it could not but be expected that the 
men of leisure who naturally took an interest in the work which they had helped 
to comjdete would also naturally be prepared to discuss at length the questions 
which were under consideration ; but the men of busim^ss would not like to 
sit for two or three hours to discuss them. It was unreasonable to suppose 
that this could be otherwise, and when European gentlemen did take an 
interest in such matters they themselves fell into the habit of making as long 
speeches as Native gentlemen. Some of the longest speeches ho had ever 
listened to were made by European gentlemen in debates in which they wore 
taking a great interest. It seemed, therefore, imp()ssi])le to expect tliat men 
to whom time was of the utmost value could sit out such discussions. It was 
not, ho thouglit, so much a question of numbers. Ho did not think that was 
the real difficulty. The difficulty was that the busiiKiss of tlu; Corjtoration 
must bo managed in a way which involved the possession of a certain amount of 
leisure; and us regards the element most need(*d, broad views of important 
questions alfiMding the commercial welfare of the town, llie men who would be 
of the greatest service to the Corporation could not alfurd the time rc(|uired. 
That was the })r()blem which, so far as he could see, it was necessary to solve. 
Ho did suggest at one time paying the nuanbers of tlio Town Council, because then 
it might be hoped that though such men would not care for the fee itself, they 
would see that there was an obligation uj)on them to go through with a sitting; 
men who were })aid for tlieir attendance would feel that tluy were bound not 
to be impatient. Hut that jwoposal, although approved in some quarters, did 
not meet with strong a])j)roval, and the suggestion was not adoj)tcd. As far 
as ho could see, whatever the number might bo, the difficulty would be this, 
that the only Europeans who could be got to assivst in the affairs of the munici- 
pality wore a fow men who were either retired Government pensioners, or 
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others who, for some particular reason, happoneti to have the necessary amount of 
leisure. Consequently, he was bound to say that he had little doubt that in the 
new Corporation, as in the old, those frentlemon who could afford the time would 
be those who would most generally settle its affairs. 

For the rest, the great aim of the Select Committee should bo to see if they 
could make the Corporation consist of the most varied kind of Commissioners. 
One objection he had to the present system of election was that its tendency 
was to give just the same type of men for most of the wards. In each case the 
ward elected the same type of Commissioner, some one who would give attention 
to its affairs. Hence the large amount of attention which was now given to the 
small wants of the inhabitants. In that respect ho must say that the amount 
of good work done by the Cor])oration had been enormoas. They were 
always being plied with suggestions for small im])rovcmontH, which affected 
perhaps tlic convenience of a few hundred persons residing in the ward, such 
as making a path here, rounding off an awkward corner there, constructing a 
bathing platform iu a third place, and small mattcTs of tlint kind. The 
•local convenience' of tlie inhabitants hud been studied a great d(‘al, and as tho 
result, it was hardly too much to say that various parts of Calcutta had in that 
way been i]M})rove(l in tlie course of the last fc'w years to such an extent that 
the value of land had been at least doubled. Wliilst on the one hand tho Com- 
missioners had done what their constituents expectc'd them to do, viz., look after 
their own small wants, tliere was, he feared, no doubt that tho spirit of the 
Cor])oration laid been too parochial. That had been tho difficulty. If a person 
had studic'd the constitution of the municipality .scientitically, a priori^ ho would 
have anticipated the vcTy deduct which cx]>eri(‘nco had revealed, viz , that where- 
as all small matters of local interest would recc'ive tlie greatc'st jiossildo atten- 
tion and the greatest pos^il)lo encouragement, on th(^ otiier hand tho larger 
requirements of the town wcmld not receive equal attention, '’I'iuit was a result 
which must be expected if tlie Council could not sec their way to get men to 
represent anything but small local areas, wdioAvould mainly look after their own 
local interests, and when elected w’ould consider that they best discharged their 
duties by looking to the special wants of their wards, lie at one time suggested 
that the towm should be divided into larger wards, with a larger number of mem- 
bers to each w’ard. This sugg-cstion met with but little support. It was curious to 
see how the same view prevailed In other places. In Bombay, wliere they had 
larger wards, the executive were most anxious to retain them in tho new Bill ; 
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but one of the recommendations of the Corporation was to divide the town into 
smaller wards, so that each Commissioner should represent the wants of a small 
body. I^liat showed a natural feeling that they preferred to have more clearly 
defined wants of small bodies to represent, and be brought nearer their constitu- 
ents — a very natural wish and very f^mod up to a certain point. It showed the 
same feeliiif^^ there also on the part of the oificers of the Corporation, who wished 
to obtain Coinmissionors with wider and broader views. Probably or po.ssibly 
something between the two inif^ht be done which would be an improvement — 
a certain number of rnernbers to r(‘j)re.sent local wants and a certain number to 
represent merropolitan wants. This was a matter on which it was impossible 
for liim to do more than to express a general opinion, and he ])resumed the 
Select Coumiitt(‘n would take care to consider wheth(‘r any improvement could 
bo made, or whetlnT, looking at all the dilfK'ulties and (d)je(;tif)ris to any other 
course, tliey would think it best to leave the coirstitution of the Corporation as 
it was at jiresent framed. 

Ibir: IIoN. JUnu Kali Nath J^fiTTER said he did not know whether 
he would bo out of order, but he thouf’ht a few words from him on the present | 
occasion would not be out of place. The Tlon. Mover of the Bill had ])ointed 
out the didiculty of ^^(‘ttin^^ gentlemen belon^dn^^ to the nuTcantile commu- 
nity to serve on the Municipal Commission. That was a difiieulty which, 
to th(5 speakers mind, was insurmountable, unless merchants themselves 
would come forwaird to otb'r their service's. It was (jiiite })ossible that 
by means of election, j)uro and simjde, several members of that commu- 
nity might be ehjcted if any interest was taken in returning members 
from it. lie thought it was a mistake to ground a conijdaint on the fact 
that commercial interests wcu'c not rej)resented ; because we know tliat as 
a mutter of fact jiersons rcju’cscnting those interests did not take such an 
amount of interest in the affairs of the J\luni(d[)ality as would induce tliem to 
offer themselves for election. If the election returns wu're examined, it would 
bo seen that hardly any eminent persons belonging to the mer<*antile commu- 
nity ever came forward to bo idected, and very few of them registered them- 
selves as voters. The conse<|U(‘nce was that other communities were able to 
return a larger number of re})resentatives. He (juite admitted everything that 
Sir Henry Harrison had said with reference to the local wants of the inhabi- 
tants being atteiuhd to by the Commissioners ; but Sir llenry Harrison was 
not correct in sa} ing that the same amount of interest was not taken in the 
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consideration of larger questions which did not concern particular wards. 
Those were, matters in respect of which tho members of tlio Corporation 
who were nominated by the Government might be supposed to take interest, 
as they were nominated by the Government and did not re]»rescnt tho 
interests of any particular ward ; and it would naturally be within their 
province to interest themselves in tho consideration of those larger questions 
concerning improvements of a general character. lie put it to Sir Henry Har- 
rison to say whether the nominated members of the Cor])()ration had taken such 
an amount of interest in the affairs of the Corporation as might be expected. If 
they had not done so, he thought it was a very strong argument against the 
system of nomination. If, on the other hand, the nominated Ck)mmissionm’s had 
taken a keen interest in the work of tho Corporation, and had done good work, 
that would be in favour of preserving the system of nomination. But lu^ believed 
it would be admitted that on the whole the same amount of inton'st had not been 
taken by the nominated membcTs as by the elected Commissioners in the affairs of 
the Corporation. It was very dillicult to say how persons could be comj)elled to 
serve on the munici})ality who were unwilling to do so. He did not admit that 
the elected Commissioners liad not taken tho same amount of intei'est in large 
questions as they did in small matters. On tho (contrary, he believed they had 
taken the great(‘st interest in some of the; largest measures which had come 
before tho Commissioners. Take the water-sujjply extension scIjouk; for in- 
stance. The sj)cciul Committee for tho consideration of that question was 
composed mostly of elected Commissioners and though there were some nomin- 
ated members u[)ou it, still if the rc(‘ords of tiu; ( k)r])orati()n w(;re searched, it 
would be sei'ii that it was the elected Commissioners who gave their time 
and attention to the matter, and that in fact the scheme was tho schoine of the 
elected Commissioners. Ho could well understand his lion, friend not (juito 
approving of the jiresont system of election as it must not be forgotl(;a that he, 
as Chairman of the Corporation, did in some instanc(;s meet with the su])- 
])ort which he cxjiectcd. That would be the case under any constitution, and it 
could not be controlled in any way. 

The motion was put and agreed to, and the Bill was again referred 
to the Select Committee consisting of the Hon. Mr, Jicynolds, the Ibm. Mr. 
Macaulay, the Hon. Mr. Allen, the lion, Moulvie Abdul Jubbur, tho Hon. 
Mr. Irving, tho Hon. Babu Kali Nath Mitter, and tho Mover, the Hon. Sir 
Henry Harrison. 

The Council was adjoumed to Saturday, the 17th December, 1887. 
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